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Legislative Hssembly,

IWednesday, 4ih Januvary, 1923

Pay
Questlons : ERallways—1. Caterlng on dining’ cams £
2. Perth Parcels Delivery ... . 2698
Select Committee : Hospitals Bill, Extenslon of
Time ... . 2688
Loan Estlmates, 1921-22 ... .. .. .. &
Bllts; Workers' Homes Act Amendment, returned 2718
Licensing Act Amendment, referred to Select
Co ttee .. 2718

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p-m., and read prayers.

4,30

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,
Catering on Dining Cars.

Hon, P. COLLLER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the catering on the dining
cars on the Eastern Golfields railway and on
the ‘Great Southern railway been let by ten-
der? 2, If so, what are the facts relating to
the contracts, and what is the reason for the
departure from established custom?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The whole question is under
consideration.

Perth Parcels Delivery.

Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it a fact that the Railway
Department has let, or contracted out, the
work of parcels delivery in Perth? 2, If so,
will he state the particulars relating thereto?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, It being evident that con-
siderable economy could be effected in Perth
by adopting the same contract system as had
been in operation, sinee 1918 at Fremantle,
tenders were invited by advertisements in the
Press in September last. The resultant con-

traet may be seeh by the hon. member at any
time,

" SELECT COMMITTEE, HOSPITALS
BILL.

Extension of tinie,

. On motion by Mr. Gibson, time for bring-
ing up the select committee 's report extendes
to 18th January.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1921-22,
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the
Stubbs in the Chair,
Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £162,500,
ftem, Bonhwy IHarbour Works, £99,000:

Mr. MONEY: [ regret that the Minister,
in his reply vesterday, did not give us the
information askel for. We shonld know

previous day.  Mr.

* Bunbury.
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how much of the Yote, £30,000, passed last
year, has been expended on construction work
at the Bunbury harbour. In the next eolumn
£3,372 iz shown as o liability under the
Audit Act. Not having received the informa-
tion asked for, I am of the impression that a
large amount of that sum has gone in over-
head charges, and very little in eonstruction
work. The scheme adopted by the Public
Works Department was a £90,000 scheme, in
lien of a scheme involving £150,600. We
ought to be toll whether the work under that
scheme has been accomplished. For years
past, successive Parvliaments have promiged
the South-West frll facilifies at the port of
Yet there are no facilities what-
ever to be found there, and in consequence
goads have fto be landed at Frewantle and
sent overland, a distance of 125 miles. If
facilities had been provided at Buubury for
the proper bunkering of coal, that port would
have been the Newcastle of Western Awns-
tralia. We shonld kunow what extra amount
it has cost the people of Western Australia
to have hundreds of thousands of tons of ceal
hanled over an extra distance of 125 miles,
We had not a word from the Minister in
reference to the cxport of fruit from the
Nelson distriet. All the profits of the fruit-
growers are ahsorbed in the cxtra freight
and the losses they suffer in sending their
fruit past the patural port. I1f nothing is to
be dome to remedy this state of affairs, the
Government should say so, We have had
boats come to Bunbury for coal and go away
cmpty because all the railway ecal bhoxea
were in use trucking coal to Fremantle. One-
third of the coal rolling stock weuld be suffi-
cient if the ¢oal were shipped through its
natural port. If mouey «an be found for
non-essential purposes, as it has been, surely
it ean be fosnd for the improvement of
Bunbury harbour, The Minister, by inter-
jeetion yesterday, suggested that it was the
provinee of the Treasurer. Tf that be so, if
it i3 the Treasurer who is blocking the pro-
vision of these faeilities at Bunbury

The Minister for Works: You know there
iz mo money. Why keep lharping on a idead
string ?

Mr. MOXNEY: Saflicient money has been
wasted to fully equip that harbour. Why
should so much money have gone in overhear
charges down there?

The Minister for Worka:
me abount that at all.

Mr. MONEY: I asked you yresterday, and
I mot nothing but insult.

The Minister for Works: T il not hear
it, and in any easc onc could not insult yon.

Ar. MONEY: The Minister is trving to
make a personal matter of it.

The Minister for Worka: Theré can he
nothing personal between you and me.

Mr. MOXEY: T mentioned this yesterday,
yet the JMinister in his reply made no ref-
erence to it. The memhers for the South-
West recognised that the dredgings from the
Bunbury harbour, instead of heing wasted,
should be usel for rFeclamation purposes,

You never askerl
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Yet no attempt has becn made to so utilise
them. It was not mentioned by the Minister,
although the question has been put before
him many times.

The Minister for Works: That is not true.

Mr. MONEY: One would think we were
trying to get for Bunbury something Bun-
bury should not have.

. Hon. W. C. Angwin: Bunbury is getting
its share. .

Mr., MONEY:
Western Austealia.
. Hon, W, . Angwin: Of course! Bunbury
13 all of Western Australia.

Mr, MOXEY: I am referring to the whole
of the South-West and its products—to the
export of timber, the export of fruit, the ex-
port of wool, of potatoes and of wheat. The
fruit supplies for Perth are now coming
more from districts close to the eity, and the
hills are being developed more every year.
If we are to compete in the world’s warkets
we must not be too much handicapped, other-
wise we shall he unable to develop. We
should know what construction work has act-
ually taken place during the last 12 months.
What have been the overhead charges, what
has been spent, and does the money come ount
of loan funds or from the funds of the Bun-
bury harbour? The Bunbury harbour by its
wharfage dues has done well in the way of
eontributions to the interest and sinking fund
on this work, but if the monev is to be
wagted on overhead charges

The Minister for Works: Are they paving
their debis?

Mr. MONEY: They wili never pay this
debt if the money i3 to be spent on overhead
charges and not upon construction, We
should know what the overhead charges have
been out of last year’s vote, and what am-
ount has been spent in constructiom.  The
money that hag been spent on this confirming
work would cover half the loan moncys that
have to be spent on eonstruction,

The Minister for Works: I give that an
emphatic  denial. The Engineer-in-Chief
kunbws his work, and you do not.

Alr. MOXEY: Dooes the Minister desire to
throw the responsibility on the Engincer-in-
. Chief?

The Minister for Works: Go on.

Mr. MONEY: Tt would he well to have a
gtatement from the Engineer-in-C'hicf, First
it is that official and then it is the Treasurer,
whereas no one is responsible for the de-
partment except the Minister.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
kind., -

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Yon have not much
to growl about.

Mr, MONEY: Is any attempt going to be
made to give these facilities to Bunbury,
which this House knows are nceessary for the
development and progress of the Sonth-West?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member with characteristic effrontery has re-
turned to the charge he made last evening.
He is eareful to say it is not a persenal matter,

Tt is not Bunbury, but
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but [ caunot regard it as anything clse but
a personal one.

Mr. Money: That is rubbish, if you like.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know why he should take it in that way, The
State has its professional officers, in this case
the Engineer-in-Chief and his enginecrs, who
are experiencell men in harbour works. Thess
officers listen as gentlemen should—there are
some people who are not gentlemen and not
aven men—to statements made to them.

Hon. P. Collicr: Why make it personal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
a question of why.

Hon, P. Collier: The hon. member is en-
titled to speak on behalf of his district upon
a public matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He has
had his opportunity, and will have it again,
He is making the matter a personal one, and
I am defending my officers who have been
unjustly attacked, These officers listened
long before T was Minister for Works to the
varioug statements that were made. No Min-
ister for Works has apparently heen able to
satisfy the requirements of Bunbury, and [
shalli be unable to do so, I suppose, so long
as the hon. member represents that constitu-
oney.

My, Money: That is all fudge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
night the hon. member said we had not an.
engineer in the Public Works Department.

Mr. Money: That was in reply to your

slar,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far as
the hon. member’s profession in Bunbury is
concerned there is not a lawyer there.

My, Money: T am here now,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
hon. gentleman is in Bunbury the absence of
lawyers is more prononneed than cver. He
wants to know what money was spent by the
Public Works Department at Bunbury. Ac-
cording to the accounts we spent the sum of
£36,000. The hon. member says he helicves
this money was spent in overhead charges.

Mr. Money: Tell us what eonstruetion
work has heen ione. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Is it b
way of a political dodge that the hon. mem-
ber is making attacks in this House in order
to put himself right in his own electorate?

Hon, P. Collier:  You do not seem to be
a happy family.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, we
are not. The hon, memher spoke about using
the dredgings for reclaiming land at Bun-
bury, He may have mentioned it before; 1
do not know. The question of dealing with
the dredlgings has been under consideration
by the department for years. For reasons of
economy it has been found cheaper to deal
with the dredgings in the way that is now
being dome than in ihe way the hon. member
guggests should he done. He does not know
anything about enginecring.

Mr. Money: T am speaking for the public
on this oceasion.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And his
electors will probably speak for him shortly.
The hon. member waxes great on the ques-
tion as to how the £36,000 was spent. L
sent this message to the Public Works De-
partment this afternoom, *‘For what pur-
pose was the £36,628 spent on the Bunbury
harbour works last year!'’ The reply from
the respeusible- officer attendiug to this mat-
ter was, “*The whole amount was spent in
extending and widening the jetty.'' I sup-
pose my officers are lying. Will the hom.
member have the effrontery to suggest that,
or even hint that? Will he dare to do so?

My, Money: What have you done since
June of last year?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T ask
the Committee to look at the tactics of the
hon. member. He wants to know how the
money was spent, and says it was spent on
overhead charges

Mr. Money: What are the overhead
charges?
Th> MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.

member is not mow in a police court. 1
ask this Chamber to take im at his own
valuation. He has been waving his arms in
hia ¢¢*Moneyesqne’’ peculiar style about this
£36,000. Even now that he has his answer
from my officers, he has not the effrontery to
ray they are not telling the truth. He says,
““What have you done during the last seven
iwrenthg??? The hon. member has spoken about
fruit and coal boxes. He knows that the
Public Works Department has nothing to do
with supplying coal boxes, and that this
has to do with the Minister for Railways and
the (‘ommissioner. I believe the hon. mem-
ber has even had deputations to the Minister
for Railways on the subjeet of coal boxes.
Wlat he wants is enld storage, and he wishes
tn know what has been done. Nothing has
bern done. Ts that definite cnough? Noth-
ing can be done until the funds of the State
permit.  The hon. member simply throws a
smoke eloud over the Estimates. Tt is un-
worthy of him. He knows that the Premier
is the supreme head of the Government, that
its Treasurer he cuts Jdown the expenditure,
ard that as Minister for Works I cannot get
the money to spend.

Hon. P. (‘ollier: This 3% million pounds
i1 not shutting Jdown on expenditure,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That is
apait from the point. Tf the Treasurer says
he hag not the money, then we have nothing
to snend upen works.

My, Meney: What has the boring cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T will
procure the information for the bon. mem-
ber. He seems o think T can earry all the
details of the work at Bunbury in my head,
but nature has not emdowed me with suifi-
vient eapacity to do that.  Last night he
wdid [ had tpld him that T wonld give him
certpin information, aml that tle engineers
had rofused to give it to him.  The Engincer-
in-Chief .ssures me that no one has any
knowledge in the Tublic Warks Department
of the hon. member being vefused any infor-
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niation, I challenged him six times last uight
to tell me the name of the engineer. [ vsven
went so far as to say he was net man enongh
tn tell me, but he went red andl luet his
head.

Mr JMoney: O, no.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: T« I man
cnough now to say who the engincer ix whoe
refused him the information? Was ke muk-
ing a statement in order to get a (denial so
that he might get the information’

My, Money: That is benvath the Miaister.

The MIXTRTER FOR WOHKR: ] lLiave
no further informatinn fo give on the sub-
ject at present. [ absolutely deny hoth the
direet statement and the implied statement
of the hon. memher that Bunbury has been
neglected in the way of harhour works,

Hon, W. . Angwin: Tt has done very
well,

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: T deny
that money has been deliberately wasted there.
The Engiucer-in-Chief tells e his engineer
feels he is folly justified in the horings he
has made, and that the plans to. which }
referred last night would be ready for sub-
mission to me cavly next week: and if |
think fit the information will he made known
to anyene who shows any curipsity in the
matter. What return am T uetting from the
member for Bunbury! T have heen compli-
mented in Bunbury time after time, at moet-
ings at which T helieve .the lon. member
was present, for having given the people
there rove information than they were able
te get from any of my predevessors, but |
have no desire to laim any eredit for that.

Mr. PICKERIXG: T regret that so much
heat has been imported into this discussion.
[ have always assisted the wmember for
Bunbury in his endeavonrs to get improve-
ments made to the Bunbury harbour, hut I
am sorvy to say that he has not veciprocated
so far as the port of Busselton is concerned,
The han, member went so fir us fo sav that
timber shoull he shipped almnst  entirely
from Runbury. We know, however, that
there are other ports in the South-West
from which vessels remove timber. I he-
lieve that the whole of the plan ot Ban-
bury harbonr has heen reconsidered, and
that the idepths which have been diseovered
will demonstrate that the harbour will he
capable of considerable improvement. I
hope that the Minister will continne to give
the fullest econsideration to the work of
improving that poert, heeanse it is one
which is worthy of development. At the
same time I hope he will nat lose sight of
the fact that a port also exists at Busselton.

Hon, W, 0 ANGWIN: T am surprised to
hear the remarks of the member for Thun-
bury with regard to the Bunbury harbnar,
and T regret that the Minister for Works
has had te submit to so mueh abuse which,
perhaps, ought to have heen dirceted at me.
Home years agoe arrungements wWere made
with the late memher for Bunburv—and a
very gomd man, ton, he was—as the result
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of which plans were prepared for the carry-
ing out of ¢ertain imprevemenis. The then
Minister for Works {Mr. Johnson) visited
Bunbury and the plans were approved.
Lveryboly was satisfied, and instructions
were issued to procced with the work., Not
one word of complaint was heard between
that time and the period when T took office
with regard to the extension of the Bun-
bury harhowr. Tf there had been complaints,
the work woulll not have been gone en with.
No complaints were made unti] the work
was acteally in hand for some time, when
one Tipping declared that he found a hole
somewhere in the harhour containing a cer-
tain depth of water. The matter was then
referred to the FEngineer-in-Chief and it
was found that there was a certain depth
in a particular leeality, but that the
appresches to that depth were shallow and
that it would rest a considerable sum of
mouney to dredpe the area of approach,
Fven then it was thought that after the
dredging, silting up would ocenr. Tuside
the brenkwater jetties have been con-
structed, and there is no doubt that if the
breakwater is extended further the rosutt
will be the closing up of the harbour. At
this juncture complaints as te waste of

money at Bunbury should not be levelled
against the present Government. It was
the Laborr GCovernment who took the

regponsikility of starting the work there.

The abuse, therefore, should fall om the
shovlders of those who commenerd the
work. | will take the responsibility my-

seif. The time is not far distant when there
will have to he another port opened up
further down the roast to deal with the
timber trade, su ay to prevent the up-grade
baulage whieh is so expensive at the present
time. The opening up of that port will not
rob Bunbury of its legitimnte trade; it will
only take frown it the trade which helongs
1o the district~ further south,

AMr. liekerine: Which helenss in Busse'-
ton.

Hon. W. U ANGWIN: I do not know
what Bunbury has to complain abont, be-
varse the Government have spent a large
sum of monvy there snd have done fairly
and justly by that port.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: T have heard o great
deal nhout the South-West and its require-
ments, hut on looking through the Rati-
mates | find that what has been allocated
to the North-Weat consists of £10,000 for
the Asbhborton jetty and  £500 for the
Wyndham jetty.

The (HATRMAN: Tet uwus keep to the
ilem we are disevnssing, ns moeh as possible
—the Bunbury harbour.

Mr., TNDERWOOD: I am sreaking on
harbours and rivers, andl on behalf of the
people of the North-West T can only say
that if yor cannot spare any money. well, do
not give it o us. I om net like these
sputherners who want——

My, Pickering: The earth.
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The NMipister for Works: And a bit more.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  Exactly. I would
say, if the Treasurer and the alleged Min-
ister for the North-West cannot spare the
amount that has Leen put on the Estimates
for the No:th-West, the richest part of this
State, then for goodness sake do not let

them  go short, hbecause we in the North-
Weat can do without if.

Hon. P. Cellier: A fair and goucrons
ofler.

The CHAIRMAN: T would remind the
hon, member that we nre dealing with Bun.
bury harbour. The general diseussion has
heen concluded,

Alr, UNDERWOOD: Al T can say is thai
if you cannot spare anything for us, Pt it
inty the Bunbury harhour, becavse we ean
do without it.

Mr. SAMEPSUXN: ] feel o good d=al of
sympathy for the subject-matter referred to
by the member for Bunbury. The facilities
at that port are certainly not adegaat~, nor
are they consistent with the improvements
that are going on in that part of the State,
J'romises have been made that a wharf, or
wharves, would be construeted, and wuvmn-
doubtedly they are an  urgent ueeessity.
When we were in Bonbury, on the oecasion
of the South-West tour, T was one of the
party taken by the member for Buubury to
view the position. Everyonc present wnas
impressed with the neecesity for the earry-
ing on of imjrovements at the harbour,
Personally T think it would be good
Lugin-<s, aml it would be in the interests
ot the Btate, if an amount were placed on
the FEstimates to enable the necessary
works there tn he carried out. 'We¢ know
in the past that fruit has frequently been
ca vied not only trom the South-Weat but
from the CGreat Socuthern to Perth, and we
have had wheat earvied from the Vietoria
distriet te Fremantle,

Ton., W. (. Anawin: That was owing to
I war aud there being ne ships.

Mr. SAMPHOX: The hon. member will
agrer with me that the various ports of the
State are entitled to the trade which iy reo-
1avhi-ally theirs, and 1f we fail to provide
facilities at tlose ports, we are deing some-
thing te retard p:ogress in those parts of the
State. I am reminded of the position which
exists in Portland, Vietoria. There is pood
fertile land there, but, uniortnnately, there is
wn  direct communication with Melbourne.
Portland suffered from not having a proper
communication with the wmetropolis rnd has
not had a fair deal. Bunbury is largely in
the same position, hecause the harbour facili-

* ties there are not adequate for dealing iwith

the oxports that shonid naturally e bandled

at that port.

The Minister for Worka: How mueli would
¥au Fe preparedd to srend in Bunbury i€ you
lad the money?

AMr. SAMPSON: T have great faith in
Bunhury, aud I would he prepared to riak alt
T havo
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The Minister for Works: It is not a per-
soual matter, but would you spend a million
and a half upon the Bunbury harbaur?

Mr. SBAMPSON: No, I would not,

The Minister for Works: Would vou spepd
a miflion?

Mr. SBAMPSON: [ would not, I suugest
that any such amount is unnecessary, but a
good harbour and a good wharf or wharves
should be constructed at that port. There is
a splendid trade being done in connection
with timber and a great opportunity exists
for the esport of fruit, coal, wool, puiatces,
aml se on. Bunbury should receive the Dene-

iit ot that cxport trade, and by having pro--

per export facilities provided, [ contend it
would be geod business. I »m  eouviuced,
partieularly since the recent visit through the
Bouth-West and by the experience at Port-
land, that if the South-West is to be dc-
veloped, it must have reasoiable shipping
faeilities at its natuwral port. Regarding JMr.
Tippinz, [ have always looked upon him ns
a public spirited citizen who has spent his
money in developing i schen.e which will im-
prove Bunbury. He has worked hard along
those lines, and, although I cxpress mo opin-
ion regniding his scheme, I say that the mon
who s.ends money to improve the lot of his
fellows and to advance the interests of the
State, is one whom we should all respect.

Mr. Wilson: There is only one scheme zor
Bunbury, and that is an inner harbour.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is Baldock's
scheme.

Mr, SAMDPBOXN: T heartily endorse the re-
coznition appearing in the Estimates as to
the need for improvements,

Hon. P. Collier: If you want to get the
Lstimates inereased, you should move fur a
deereave,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T am not aequainted with
the procedere. but T will confer with the
Leader of the Opposition on another watter,
and [ hope to uct assistance from him on
that occasion.

Item—Tremantle Harbour Works, £€53,000:

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1 wilt not object
to the amount appearing in the Loan Feti-
nates for improvements in conneetion with
the Frematle Harbour Works, hecaus: T
suppose the amount alloeated is as much as
could be spared eut of the Estimates them-
selves. It should be noted, however, that the
amount of £33,000 is about £20,000 less than
the |refits made at Fremantle last year,

Mr, Sampson: Those profits are taken from
other ports.

Hon. W, £, ANGWIN: That is not so.
That talk iz a)t bhinkum. Ships do not go
to Bunbury vet for wheat and sp on. At
I"'remantle, however, there is not sufficient
berthing aecommodation at the yresent time,
ard Yast veck o numler of ships had to stay
otlside until they coull seeure berthage at
the whaoyves, Tt was under<tood that there
wias to be further berthing accommodation
provided at the north wharf, and the pre<ent
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wharf on the south side is being eaten out
by the teredo. It will take a large amount
of money to repair the south wharf, The
preseut amount eannot meet the requirements
of the Fremantle harbour. Seeing that there
is & rate for the Fremantle harbour improve-
ment funds, which the Government have vsed
in Consolidated Revenue, I think that the
least we can expect is that the profits made
at the port shall he devoted to the impro- -
ment of that port,

Mr. Money: Was that amount paid into
the Conselidated Revenue?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: £168,000 was paid
in, Lbut there was over £70,000 profit afrer
intereat and sinking fund charges had been
met. In the circumstances I think Fremantle
can justly nask that in order to keep the
harbour np to date, the profits made shall
be spent on the improvement of the harbour
itself. The south wharf is in a very bad
condition and onc of these days if a slap
knoeks against the whart, it will be gone,
hecause some of the piles are nearly eaten
through.

The MINISTER FQR WORKS: The
amount of £53,000 iz made up as follows:
lPurther dredging to 36 feet low water,
£46,000; part cost of new slipway, Arthor's
Head, £4,000; replacing beacons and miner
works, £4,000. We are working at the Aredy-
ing in ¢onuection with the Fremantle hargponr
and we keep three shifts going, because we
find it more eronomical to keep going rather
than have one or two shifts and then wtop,
By keering going, we keep men employed
on work that is reproductive, or attached to
work whirh in itself is reproductive. The
dredging of the harbour is being carried uut
to o depth of 36 feet, That policy has been
adoptell for some years past. I believe the
whole of the blasting has been completed, but
there is about another two year's dredging to
be done unless it is possible to obtain zddi-
tional dredges. T will look into the other
points raised hy the member for North-Tast
Fremantte.

Ttem—~Geraldton Harbour Works, £4,000:

Mr. WILLCOCK: T would like the Min-
ister to give the Committce some iden as to
the poliey of the Government regarding the
Geraldton harhour works and what hias been
the result of the iuvestigations carried out
during the last six months. TInvestinations
have been going on for half a year anl I
should like to know the result achieved.

The Minister for Works: The restlt has
not heen very satisfactory,

Mr. WILLCOCK: T know there has been
» difficulty in securing a quarrv for stome. Tt
was proposed to spend £20,000 last voar in
¢onnecetion with the harbour works, but only
£1,200 was expended. This year the Votr
has heen decreased to £4.000. Apparently it
was thourht that stone could nnt be located
i sufficient guantities to enable mnch work
to ke carried ouf this vear, although promises
have been made that the work wonld he pro-
vevded with for vears past.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am glai
if the opportunity to make a few remarks
m this part.ieular matter. The hon. memher
mows the position regarding the water sup-
y. What was considered by the Geraldton
seople as backing and filling on the part of
he Government, is now understood by those
wople, and they are perfeetly uatisfied that
he¢ Government’s attitude was for the bene-
it of the people generally and they ave satis-
ied as to the bona fides of the (Government
mi of myselt as Minister for Works. | ask
hé member for the district (Mr. Willeock) to
wve the same faith regarding the harbonr
vorks at Geraldton. He knows that we can-
wt do the work at Geraldten wnless we can
«wt stone of a proper quality, casily get-at-
.ble, and as cheaply procurable as possible.
Jany statements have been made reparding
he stone quarries at Gieraldton. Some time
go it eame to my knowledge that a site had
een found for a quarry. A considerable area
wd been probed amd it was said by “the
flicer who made his report, that a real good
jarry existed with a snflicient quantity of
tone cheaply procurable. WHaving had cxpor-
mee in connection with stone quarries 1 de-
ermined that no cxpense would be anthor-
sed until T had bad an opportunity of see-
ag it for myself. T went up there and
ound that it would have meant a prelimin-
ry expense of from £8,000 to £12,000 to get
ate the quarry. When the engincer in ehief
md the cother engineers inspected the site, it
ag realised that there was a difficulty re-
arding the grade, but that diificulty couid be
ot over by the Commissioner for Railways.
determined to see what the stone was like.
nd I got the men to sink down in three or
our places. By i most peeuliar ¢ircumstanee
n every place we bhored, we came upon a
oater ranging up to the size of a man’s
ody. Tt may have been intnition or it may
ave been Providence, but ‘n any ease, these
rere the stones the officer had encountered
1 boring. T determined that the work eould
ot go on unless better provision were made
egarding stone. We spent a day in inspect-
1 the outcrop of rock on the other side of
ke river and three shafts were ordered to he
unk to see whether it was possible to get
deguate supplies of stone at that site. Tater
n the shafts were put down, hut the result
as not been satisfaetory and that proposition
as also been abandoned. Since then, capable
wn have been secarching in different parts
f the district, but up te this morning the
wmgincer-in-Chief was unable to inform me
hat stome had been fonnd which was con-
idered satisfactorv, There are a conple of
lnces which thev have in their mind’s eve,
ut 1 de not desire to state where they are
he snim of £4,000 is put on the Estimates
) carry on neeessary work, bot even if we
nend a proper stone quarry to-day, it would
ardly be possible to make a reasonable start
cfare the end of the financial year. I spoke
2 the Premier regarding this matter and he
aid that provision wonld be made so that
‘hen we find proper stone and ean make a
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start with the harbowr works, we will he able
to get the necessary money.

I regret that the hopes and wishes of the
hon, member’s constitnents have not heen
given effect to, but [ know they will aequit
me of any blame. When a sum of £230,000
or £300,000 is to be spent, 1 want to he sure
first rather than sorry afterwards. | shall
do my best to see that what has been pro-
mised is carried ont.

Vote put amd passed. .

Vote—Water supply amd sewerage, €281,
750. .

ltem, Water sopply in agrienltural Jlistriets
(incloding drainage and irrigation, and loans
to loeal authorities and drainage hoaris),
£30,000:

My, HARRISOX: What proportion of the
£30,000 is likely to he devoted to «lrainage
and irrigation and what proportion to water
supplies in the agricultural arveas! If the
Government are going to carry out any con-
siderable proportion of the work amticipated
hetween Bunbnry and Fremantle, this is a
very small amount and very little will be
available for agricultural water supplies.

The Minister for Works: For agricultural
water supplies, £10,000 will be available.

Mr. HARRISON: If we are going to ae-
complish anything in the South-West, a com-
plete scheme should be drawn up and the
work shoulid be commenced from both ends.
Near to Fremautle there is a large area of
eanntry  held as a  University endowment
which T think would be in the zone affeeted
by the capital lo be cxpended under such a
geheme. "It would he advisable for the Gov-
crament to take over that land and give the
Univeraity authorities a certain sum aonnu-
ally for it rather than that this area should
stand in the way of development. Further
development in this distriet would mean much
to the State. [If the agricultural areas are
deficient in water supplies during the summer
months, all {iovernment ecxpenditure is placed
in jeopardy. Although the capital outlay
may in some instances seem heavy, it is a
good policy to ensure adeguate supplies in
the country -lisirvicts, just as the people of
the city demand a good supply for the metro-
politan area. The country is even more im-
portant than the eity.

Hen, W. (", Angrwin:
a trust?

Mr. HARRISOX: Tt is essential that these
matfers be attended to. The great bulk of
the capital alveally expended by the Govern-
ment may he serviously affected if people have
to leave their holdings on account of a short-
age of water at a period of the vyear when
they ashould be making preparations for the
sueceeding season.  Tnless stock is kept to
eat back the weed-prowth, we shall not derive
the advantage which we desire Fram an in-
creasc of mixed farming and stocking. The
Ainister has complained that the reservoirs
ant dams handed over to the local governing
bodies have beon neslecterl, that fenees lave

What about forming
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been damagad, and that troughs and appli-
anves have been allowed to fall inte disrepair.
Settlers should assist the Government to
maintain these schemes, [ would like an
assurance from the Minister that greater
attention is being given to these schemes
locally than was the case in years past.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of the
£30,000 provided under this item, £16,000 is
for drainage and irrigation and surveys in
connection with the same, £10,600 for tanks
and wells in agricuitural areas, and £4,000
for cther works where necessary. The neces-
sity for adonting a complete scheme for deal-
ing with the land between Fremantle and
Bunbury has been recognised, and what sur-
veys have been made have been carried out
with that objest in view., Although a full
survey has not been made, sufficient has been
done to indicate the lincs which a complete
survey should follow, so that if any pertion
of the work be deeided npon, it will be dene
in such a way that it will co-ordinate with
other schemes which later may be connected
with it. 1 know nothing about the Univer-
sity endowment land, but wherever Iland
which may bhe bronght inte utilisation is
Iying idle, the question of resuming it will
be considered. With regard to water supplies
in agricultural areas, we recognise that it is
impossible for settlement to succeed unless
water is provided. [f settlers can provide it
for themselves, well and good. If the Gov-
ernment can provide it, well ‘and good, so
long as the charge on the finances of the
State and on the settlers is not uaduly high.
The trouble during the last two or three years
has been that, as people have settled further
and further away from the goldfields -water
main, we have had to consider carefully the

heavy expense cnotailed in supplying them. ~

We have investigated the matter in relation
to the ‘Totadjin and Belka districts, but
have been wnable to devise a seheme which
would supply these districts from the gold-
fichils main at a reasenable rate. It is useless
to expend £100,000 or £150,000 on a seheme
on which the people beanefited would be un-
able to pay more than 1 per cent. or 114 per
cent, Mr, O’Brien was sent to these districts
before Christmas with a view to devising a
better seheme.  Tf he can do so and the Trea-
surer can supply the funds, the matter will
be submitted for Cabinet’s consideration,
The matter of dams and reserveirs is
an unplensant one. At one time the depart-
ment had several gangs of maintenance
men going around the tanks to keep them
in order, Twa or thrce years ago, it was
decided that if the Government provided the
capital money to establish these dawms and
reservoirs, it would not be too muceh to ask
the people henefited to keep them in arder.
The same prineiple has been applied in the
drainage area in the South-West, The
people who are not prepared to undertake
the maintenance of the scheme will have to
be content with the scheme going as it
may. The (overnment have not the funds
#nd will not provide the fumds for the
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maintenance of «drains which the people hene-
fited should unlertake in their own interests.
In some distrirts drains were jut down on
the definite anderstanding, amd subject to o
a ctear agrermoent, thut the resideiits would
form a drainage board and would rate them-
selves for the proper waintenance of the
drainage system. Hewever, the drains were
allowed to bLecome silted up, and then the
residents came to the Government for funds
to remove the silt. The Government have
taken a strong staml in that respect, declar-
ing that, the State having met the capital
outlay, it is for the people coneerned to look
after the drains., As regards the dams, they
were turned over to the road boards fo be
cared for. In some instances the road boards
have looked after them faithfully and well;
in other instances they have not locked after
the dams at all, and have not even shown
any inteation of looking after them. This
year’s Revenue Estimates enable the Min-
ister for Works to use road board subsidies
for upkeep of dams. How that poliey will
work out I do not know, but I think the
Committee will agree that the power is a
fitting one for the Minister to have. When
the Government were maintaining the dams,
telegrams would come from various districts
stating that the dams were out of order and
agking that a2 man be sent at once to effect
repairs. Thinking that something important
was out of order and that there was risk of
a considerable loss, the department would
send a man accordingly, Iu one case the re-
pairs needed were the serewing up of a nut,
which was lying on the ground, on to a
bolt; in another case the repairs took the
man who was sent about a quarter of an hour
to effect, but the cost involved to the State
was £8 to £10. In some cases the fence
around the dam had been broken down im
order that stock might drink more quickly
than they econld if the water had to be
pumped. Even the pumps have heen taken
away in some instances, The position of the
Government is that those who will not lock
after property furnished at the expense of
the State for their convenience, deserve to
suffer for their neglect,

Me, PICKERING: This item represents a
very small amount for the work which is fore-
casted, and which is of a very extensive
nature. -

The Premier: I may refer the hon. mem-
ber to the item ¢‘Supply of water for towns
generally (including loans to local autherities
and water boards), £100,000,*’

Mr. PIESSE: I must protest against the
smallness of the amount for water supply in
agricultural distriets. The Premier does mnot
fully appreciate the really serious position
in which farmers on the wheat belt find them-
selves as vegards water supply. Last summer
tens of thousands of pounds were spent by
the farmers in carting water to their hold-
ings. That is not altogether the fault of
the farmers, or of the Government either,
Tnfortunately there has been a pgreat lack
of knowledge anil of systen in the handling:
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of this very serious water question on the
wheat belt. Whilst during various seasons
there was sufficient rain to enahle the farmers
to grow payable yields, there was not suffi-
cient rainfall during the winter months even
to half-fill the dams. The Government made
a great mistake in handing over the dams to
the road boards. Whilst there was some
justification for such a course, still it was
most unforutnate, for the reasen that many
of the boards could not -give the dams the
necessary attention. Further, the Govern-
ment thought fit to dispense with the ser-
vices of various engineers concerned in water
snpply who had, to my own personal know-
ledge, rendered excellent service in endeavour-
ing to sceure supplies of water in the far
inland areas. Several of these engineers were
removed hecause they had failed to provide
«dams holding sufficient water. Upon their
removal, new men were put on, and these
had to seck afresh the initial information
required. In your own district of Wagin,
Mr. Chairman, money has been wasted in this
conneetion. The fault was not alfogether
that of the engineers who were held respon-
sible; in several cases they were really good
men: One of them was removed from the
Water Supply Department and put in charge
of surveys; another water supply engineer,
who worked very hard in the wheat bhelt,
upon being removed left for the Eastern
States. It is important that the Government
should recognise water supply as being the
first essential of land settlement. The Gov-
ernment shonld appoint a staff, even thongh
limited in number, to make full investigation
into the subject, and possibly to visit the
Eastern States in search of information. The
problem is onc requiring the best Tbrains
available. My own eleetovate, which repre-
sents merely a scetion of 150 miles by 30
miles of the great wheat belt, would carry
tens of thousands of sheep but for the fact
that the farmers dare not stock their holdings
with sheep because they are not sure of a
water supply from day to day. The cart-
ing of water has been going on for the past
ten years in the wheat belt. The Leader
of the Opposition and the member for North-
East Fremantle will remember the strain it
was on their Govermment to supply wheat
‘belt settlers with water,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt was a greater strain
tn wet the farmers to pay for the waler sup-
plied to them.

Mr. MaeCallmin Smith: Why not put down.

dmus insterd of buying water carts?
[l[o)l._ G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. PIESSE: The interjection shows that
the hon. member does not understand the
question,  Last summer 1 eonld have shown
the hon. member his own dam empty and his
cows ronuing over his uneighbour’s property

and  drinking the water there. T find
it i3 ne easy watter to speak in this
House, but as long as I am here and

bave hreath I shall endeavour to- impress
upon the Chamber the essential need of water
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supply. The carting of water is an impos-
sible proposition. Had it not been for the
wonderful fertility of the soil, the farmers in
my district could not have survived the wafer
carting of last summer. The Premier and

his  Ministers, and also some of our
friends opposite, are well aware that this
water  difficulty has existed for ten

years; last year’s tronble was exactly the
same as that of a decade agn. The trouble
will continue until an assured water supply
ig available in the wheat belt. It has often
been said that farmers do not sink their dams
deep enough, but last summer dams of an
area of 10,000 square yards and of a Jepth
of 14 or 15 fect were dry simply because
during the winter months there was not suffi-
cient surfuee flow to fill the dams. The time
is ripe for the Government to set to work .
to obtain the best possible kunowledge in
order to overcome the water difficulty in the
wheat belt.

Mr, MONEY: In this item there presents
itself one of the biggest problems Parlia-
ment has te deal with. In the South-
West the trouble is the epposite of that in
the wheat belt. 1n the South-West the trou-
ble is too much water. Tast year's crops in
the South-West were deficient to the extent
of 30 per cent. by reason of want of drain-
age, The scrionsness of the drainage prob-
lem is not adequately realised. The cost of
labour and of seed is the same for half a
crop as for a full crop. The fact that set-
tlers in the South-West lose half their crops
from year to year through want of drainage
is snfficient to demonstrafe that the drainawge
problem should receive the closest attention
of the Agricultural Department. It is not a
problem for any particular drvainage bhoard,
but one for a man thoronghly nnderstanding
the whole subject. Notwithstanding the fact
that half the amount of the present Loan
Bstimates of five millions is for land settle-
ment and the Agricultural Bank, [ trust that
any futore Loan Kstimates of sweh magni-
tude will disclose a much greater measure of
attention to this most difficult problem of
drainage. The ecrops, particularly the oat
crop, in the South-West are wasted to the ex-
tent of one-half each year. It means a losa
of scores of thousamds of pounds per annum.
Yet the total amount assigned for water sup-
ply and drainage and irrigation s omiy
£30,000, which is ridiculously insuffieient.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I should like to
know from the Minister for Warks how this
alloeation of money for water supply in
agrienltural distriets turns out as a financial
proposition,

The Premier: There is no financial propo-
sition about it

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: In the past the re-
port of the department did show the finan-
cial position. The latest report ignores it.
Tt iz all very well to spend £30,000 on this
purpese, hut we ought to know what the
position is.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: It is diffi.
cult to eategorieally answer the question, In
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some places where main drains have been
put in, drainage boards have been estab-
lished, and one or two of them are working
satisfactorily. On the other hand, certain
schemes have been carried out on the under-
standing that drainage boards would be
formed, notwithstanding which the boards
have not been formed, On the Stirling estate
certain drainage work was undertzken and
a2 board formed, but during the Jlast 12
months somebody advised the ratepayers that
there was no call upon them to pay their
rates, and, in consequence, they refused to do
s0. The case was tnken to court and, by a
trick, the ratepayers won; consequently the
drainage board has no funds with which to
carry on its work. Probably a way out of
the diffienlty will be found, bot at present
the position is most unsatisfactory.

The PREMIER: 1 wish to tell the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) that the farmers
must supply water on their own holdings.

There is no possible chanee of getting the -

Government to put down road dams to sup-
ply farmers, as in the past. A lot of those
dams, when put down, were not charged
against the farmers. Something over £100,000

was spent in that way, together with a large’

sim in maintenance, The Government have
done their part in respect of road dams, and
they have not the money with which to send
gangs of men around the country effecting
small repairs to dams and wells, In one case
a bucket fell down a well, and the local auth-
orities sent in to the department a request
that the department should send out and re-
cover the bueket. In another case some fene-
ing around a dam fell down, and the loeal
authority wanted the Government to restore
it. The Agricultural Bank is prepared to
advance money for the putting down of
dams and wells on individual holdings.

Alr. Latham: But the bank will net ad-
vance €700 for putting down a well on every
thousand acres,

The PREMTER: Sugh a sum is by uno
means neeessary.

Mr., Tatham: Your
water supply says it is.

The PREMIER: Well, he is wrong. T have
known large dams sunk for much less. Of
course, certain public dams have cost & good
deal more. Tt would be a simple matter to
run water from the goldfields main to the
settlers, but no farmer conld afford to water
his sheep with water carried 20 miles, not at
the present eost of labour and material.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Why would it not pay
him?

The PREMIER: The people of ¥remantle
will not pay half as much as the farmer has
to pay for his water, even as it is.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The farmer does not
pay at all” You simply eolleet his chits.

The PREMIER: No, you are wrong. I
should like to see water from the Kalgoorlie
main used freely in agricultural areas, as I
think it will he when pipea can be obtained
more cheaply.

chief engineer for
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My, LATHAM: On the cost of farmer’
tanks and dams, here is a report, dated 30t
November, 1921, by Mr. P. V. O’Brien, chie
engineer for water supply. T wish to rea
only iwo paragraphs, as follows:—

4, I Wdeseribed how individual farr
water supplies eonld be constructed. Thes
too, consist of .ined and roofed tanks wit
a capacity of 150,000 gallons with in som
cases artificial catechments, The cost t
cach farm is estimated at £700 to £1,00(
according to local conditions.

10. Individual farm water supplies, a
referred to in paragraph 4, cannot be pr¢
vided at lower <¢ost than my estimat:
namely, £700 to £1,000 each 1,000 acre
The ground is porous, therefore tanks
quire lining with either reinforced cor
crete or asphalt. Evaporation may be take
at 7ft. 6ina, and rainfal), although sui
able for wheat growing is unsuitable fo
conservation withont very hard, quie
catchments, such as granite rocks or a mad
surface, My estimate of 130,000 gallon
tank per 1,000 acres would be sufficien
for one year’s requirements only. To prt
vide for a drought year the tank eapacit
must be dounbled, with, say, T0 per cen
increased cost. Mundaring water is mox
reliable and less costly to the settlers, an
they see this clearly,

That is the report of the chief engineer fc
water supply,

The Premier: I-do not care,
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

My, LATHAM: I draw the attention ¢
the Minister to the fact that there are man
townships anxiously waiting for a water suj
ply. They are not asking the Government {
put up the money without undertaking A1
provide the interest and sinking fund,

Hon. P. Collier: They all say that, n
do not pay up afterwards.

Mr. LATHAM: 1T commend to the Mh
ister the secheme put forward by the Bruc
Rock people. That town is badly in need ¢
water., Tt does not matter how the peop!
try to help themselves they are unable to g«
an adequate water supply. Whilst the se
tlers may not have paid direetly for th
water they have had, the State has had a bi
return from the outlay upon these facilitie

Mr. Marshall: The same thing applies {
the mining industry.

Mr. LATHAM: I know it does.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not your part
specially represent the mining industry?
Mr! LATHAM: We ought to do so.
Mr. Marshal': You hold the balance ¢
power. Why do you not foree the Goven

ment !

Mr. LATHAM: TUnfortunately, we are n¢
running the Mint and are not coining th
money,

AMr. Marshall: You have got all il
Treasury had, and youn are still squealing,
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Mr. LATHAM: T hope that on next year’s
<stimates a sum of money will be set aside
for the provision of an agricultural water
supply.

Mr. HTICEMOTT: Many farmers in the
wheat belt have great difficulty in fnding
proper catchment for their water. There
ware similar troubles in the Eastern portion
of Vietoria years ago. The ground was too
porous to hold water., When snch land is
fenced and stocked a good deal of that diffi-
eulty vanishes, because the stock consolidates
the ground, and makes it possible for the
dams to hold water. Originally, in this
State many of the dams were made too shal-
lew and the batters were too fiat. The result
was that the evaporation was very great, and
the dams often went dry before the people
really required to use the water, Tn Victoria
we had to sledge the dams in order to make
the water run into them. That ought to be
dene here.  Sometimes when the dams are
sunk too deep the water becomes salt in this
State. The difficulty of conserving water in
the Eastern wheat belt will take a lot of
solving. There is a magnificent railway
dam at Kondinin with a rock catchment of
11 or 12 acres from which the water drains
inte the dam., Unfortunately, the dam has
been sunk only to the height of the vock,
and it ig leaking. After all the rain we have
had I understand the dam will be dry in 2
few weeks, A pood deal of money has heen
spent on it, but a little more should be spent
to put it into working order. Tn Vietoria the
custom js te form trusts in connection with
water congervation. There was one «am in
my distriet of 7,000 yards capacity whieh wns
sunk by the Shire council out of lonn funds,
A trost was foermed and the money borrowed
from the Government, the.shire accepting
the rtesponsibility for the repavment. This
partieular dam was filled with flood water
from the adjoining creck, but in a fortnight
it went dry because it leaked. The top por-
tien of the surrounding eclay ground was then
scooped into the dam, and about 2,000 sheep
were placed within the fenee of the dam. and
it never leaked again. That sort of thing
could be done here. The surface of the
ground in our dry areas contains a sufficient
amount of clay to cenable the dams to bhe
puddled ao that the leaks might be stopped.
The difficulty at the railway dam could be
overcome by means of econcrete or cement.
Mr. O’Brien, the engineer, told me that this
sort of thing was done on *he goldfields, 1
believe in people helping themselves and mak-
jng their own dams, Once the land becomes
suitable for stock und the surface becomes
consolidated by means of stock, T helieve that
the ecatchment difficulty will be overcome

Mr. PICKERIXG: T agree with the Min-
ister for Works when he says that if we
want to conserve water in the country d&is-
triets it is necessarv that we should have
drainage boards. The Stirling drainage
board tried to exercise its powers of colleet-
ing rates by going to court, hut the verdict
went against them and they could not
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collect the rates. Unless something is done
to adjust the position the board will be
unable to colleet any rates. The firm of
solicitors engaged to advise those who pro-
tested against the rates attempted to bring
about a conference between the ratepayers
and the board in order to arrive at a satis-
factory conclusion.

The Minister for Works: Tf they had
eome together and left out the lawyers they
wonld have been all right.

Mr, PICEERING: Another lawyer came
into the matter and did his best to ereate
trouble between the ratepayers and the
board. The result was that litigation en-
sued and the board were unable to collect
the rates. T have brought the matter under
the natice of the Minister, and I trust some-
thing willi be done to enable the board to
carry out their dnties. At present the board
are powerless.

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: T asked the Min-
ister a question just now but got no reply.
I wanted to know the financial position so
far as agricultural water supplies are con-
cerned.

The Premier: What about the Fremautle
water supply!

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: We bhave particu-
lars about that published. 1in this case we
only get the revenruc nnd net the expendi-
{ure, which is echarged up to goldficlds
water supplv. We used to get the informa-
tion until the Minister gave the farming
community double the quantity of water
for the same rate, Since then we have not
had the published accounts of the expendi-
ture. 1 commend the snggestion of the
member for Pingelly to the Minister. He
pointed out that in Vietoria they formed
trusts, horrowed the money from the Gov-
ernment, and undertook the responsibility
of repaying it. The hon. member put up
some strong arguments in favour of this
svstem, which might well be adopted here.
He showed that when a dam hecame faulty
it was put in order by the trust at their
own eost. They did not wait for the Gov-
ernment to de the work for them., I hope
the Minister will take a note of the re-
marks of the hon. member.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I must
have misunderstood the hon, member. I
had no intention of rofusing him gny in-
formation T lbad. I am suorprised to find
that the statement he referred to is not in
the report. It will be found in the mnext
report. Indeed, there is no reason why it
should not he laid on the table to-morrow.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Development of goldfields and
mineral resources, £37,000.

Item, development of mining (including
boring for minerals and miseellanecus):

Mr, BOYLAND: T wish to refer to water
supplies so far as the development of
mining is concerned. The vote for mining
i not large considering that it embraces
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the whole State and applies to all minerals,
I should like to have seen the amount set
down for the development of mining larger
than it is. Something should he done to
give prospectors and others a better water
supply so that they may win gold and
bring added wealth to the country. A
councillor in Kalgoorlie claims that if some
ot the low grade shows could get water at
2y, d. per thousand gallons around
Kalgoorlie they could be worked. I hope
the Minister will see what c¢an be
done to improve the conditions in Kal-
goorlie g0 that more gold may be pro-
duced from these low grade propositions.
In speaking on the metropolitan water sup-
ply on the Revenue Estimates, the Minister
for Works stated that the AMundaring water
was to be used for the farming distriets
and, therefore, was not available for the
metropolitan area.  If that be the case,
surely it could be supplicd at a cheaper rate
to the goldfields for the purpose [ have
stated. The possibilities of the goldfields are
such that every encouragement should be
given to them. The pessimism which has
existed is not in any way justified. We had
a report the other day that the Gelden
Horseshoe Company were negotiating for the
purchase of the old Chaffers mine. To my
mind there are big possibilities here also.
It is assumed that the lode is dipping away
from the Horseshoe so rapidly, and is going
into the Chaffers ground, that the Horseshoe
people can see the bencfit of aequiring the
Chaffers property so as to work at a greater
depth and continue the production of gold.
Then we have the example of the Perzever-
ance mine which went into ligquidation some
time ago but which lately has been worked
by tributers with immensely satisfactory re-
sults, The Great Boulder has similar possi-
hilities. In 1914 the report of that company
sct out that horing opierations had been ear-
ried on through the Perseverance into the
Great Boulder mine, hut that it was found
that the lodes were too marrow. But, I ask,
how can anyone look through the ground to
determine the width of the lodes? It is only
by developing that it is pessible to tell what
the lodes are going to he like. Then with
regard to railway freights

The CHAITRMAXN: The hon. member can-
not discuss railway freights under this vote.

Alr. BOYLAXND: T am out to help the
mining industry and the development of min-
ing. Could I not refer to the railway freights
Iy way of illustration?

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon, member had
that opportwnity when the Mines Estimates
were before the House.

Mr. BOYLAND: I was only going to
allude to the faet that the incereased railway
freichts were greatly hampering the devel-
opment of wmining, The policy of the Gov-
ernment is to encourage fhe mining industry
and if they are carnest about that they must
dd evervthing in theit power to assist it
sympathetically, and T urge the Minister to
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do all that be ¢an in that direction, so as tor
keep the industry going.

Alr. CHESSON: I, too, enter a protest
against the small amount which has been
placed on these Estimates for the develop-
ment of the mineral resources, We must
take into consideration that the amount is
intended to be applied not only to gold, but
to all minerals. As a matter of fact the
whole of the vote counld be spent en boring,
and cven then it would not be too much,
In connection with the State batteries sys-
tem, 1 would like the Minister to make a
definite  announcement regarding the policy

of the Government. The administration
of the batteries at the present time
is  piving general satisfaction, but I
uwderstand  that the Government intend

to lease a portion or the whole of the
system. There has been a hue and ery in
consequence amongst the prospectors. Their
cxperience leads them to believe that if the
batteries are leased the same satisfaetion
which they have had in the past will not
result.  Another matter on which I would
like some information is the gold premium.
Has the department eclaimed the gold pre-
minum in conneetion with the gold erushed
at Btate batteries? - 1 understand that the-
department is paying the premium, but I
would like to know definitely whether that
is so. | repeat my regret at the amount on
the Estimates not béing larger, remember-
ing the fact that no less a sum than two
milliens sterling is being allocated to the
develojment of agriculture.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am de-
lighted to hear the member for Cuwe suggest
that the amoeunt provided for the develop-
ment of mining is small. I was vather fear-
ful that there would be some serious criti-
cism, that in view of the present difficulties
in regard to financing and the cost of money,
we were providing too much, I had this in
mind when I was framing the Estimates, and
I tried to keep the vote down to what I con-
sidleredl would be sufficient te sce us through
a trving period. T realise that if cvery re-
quest made in connection with the mining
indnstry were granted there would not be
enaitgh maney on the whole of the Estimates.
We bave to ronsider the matter from the
standpoint of expenditure, which ix likely to
return some wealth to the State. Tt is well
that we should understand that in assisting
mining  {development we set ont with  the
object of developing mining propositions
that have at least a sporting chanee of re-
furuing to the State the money advanced.
As the member for Yilgarn saidl the other
eveniny, some members are of opinion that
the whole of the vote shown on the Loan
Estimates ix in the nature of a subsidy to
the mining industry, whereas a fair propor-
tion is returned to the Treasury.

AMr, Corboxy: That was my protest,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
memher shoukl rather say it is evidence
of the faet that ecare in taken to see that
the money advanced does give some chance
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of being of wvalue to the State. There is
other expenditure under the mining vote
which does not appear as assistance to the
development of mining but which is essen-
tially su¢ch. We run our State batteries
system at a heavy loss. That is unquestion-
ably in the nature of a subsidy. In regard
to this particular vote it is well to under-
stand that the money is voted for the pur-
pose of making advances to those who have
a fair chance of returning it to the State.
It is there for the purpose of assisting mines
over what may be a trying peried. Out of
this vote last year, we found the sum of
£3,000 to enable the mines at Westonia to
deal with a serious problem which arese out
of the water difficulty. That money was de-
finitely advanced with no possibility of its
being returned to the State, but it had the
effect of keeping the distriet working and
thus produveing a great amount of wealth
that wonld otherwise have heen permanently
lost. Frequently we hear eriticism in regard
to a fair percentage of money being expended
in one particalar district.

Mr. Corboy: Ravensthorpe was specially
favoured prior to my advent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a

matter of fact everybody knows that we have
for a long time been spoon-feeding the Rav-
ensthorpe district. We had te do it. Tt was
due to the policy that was enuneiated by my
friend the Leader of the Opposition for the
purpose of trying to ‘establish that distriet
on 2 more permancnt basis. We took over
the smelter and we tried to encourage what
appeared to be a good policy of small hold-
ings, and getting the men there, instead of
working for wages, to engage in their own
propositions and take their ore to the State
smelter, That policy worked satisfactorily
until war broke cut and we were uot able to
get out of the position by merely saying we
refused to go further. We carry on these
people and that is done without considering
the electorate in which the shows are situ-
ated. The member for Yilgarn (Mr. Cor-
boy) will admit that notwithstanding the
faet that there has been a change in the
political repregentation, there has been no
alteration regarding the attitude of myself
as Minister or the departmental officers in
giving proper consideration to requests re-
ceived from his electorate.
AMr. Corboy: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: After all,
the question depends upon the man putting
up the proposition. It would not be ex-
peeted that I, as Minister, woulld go around
the mining districts and say to this person
or that person: ‘“You come along and ask
for £2,000 and jput it into this piece of
ground, for you might get something out of
it.’? No sueh thing would be expected from
the State Mining Engineer or any other of
the departmental officers, If, however, a
proposition is submitted to us, we never de-
eling to have an inspection made and if there
is any possibility of developing o new mine
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or if there i3 any prospect of assisting a
show whieh has become practically moribnnd
we always give the necessary attemtion to
the matter. I do not know of any single case
in which the departmental officiald have not
dealt sympathetically with requests for aas-
sistance even, perhaps, to the extent of some-
times alightly overstepping the mark in their
sympathies., I know of no instance, where
a departmental officer has made out a good
case, that has been turned down by
the Government, unless it be where
companies desire to obtain from the Gov-
ernment money which should be available
from other sources. I did not know any-
thing about the statements made—I think
by the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy)
—regarding the distribution of these moneys
wntil I read ‘‘Hansard’’ the other day.
Take the ease of the member for Leonora
(Mr. Heron) and his distriet. There was
trouble there through the fire at the Gwalia
mine. Is it to be suppoesed that I would not
take up that case because of the political
colour of the member for Leonora? That
aspeet does not weigh with me or with the
departiment, but it is a question of the peo-
ple in the distriet who have their homes there
ond whe, with the aid of the Government
for a brief pcriod, may be able to earry on
operations again suecessfully. T approved of
the advance of more than £3,000 from the
Mines Development Vote in order to enmable
them to earry on and give them a chance of
operating their mines again. Hon. members
can sce at any time in the mining reports
Low the money from the Vote is expended.
There has never heen any such thing as re-
gard for the political colouring of the re-
presentation of an electorate in conneetion
with assistance under the Mines Development
Act. As to the question of State batteries,
the member for Cue (My, Chesson) wanted
to know whether it was the Government
policy to lease the State batteries. That is
not the Government’s policy and never has
been. We have arrived at a decision in eon-
nection with Htate batteries, however. 1In
the past, it has been the policy that if'a
distriet went down to any great extent and
the State battery there had no customers,
when another distriet was producing a fair
quantity of ore and demanding a State bat-
tery, the plant at the eentre which was mori-
bund was dismantled and shifted to the
more active distriet. Tt often happened,
however, that subsegently prospectors work.
ing at the former place struck a quantity of
ore which they desired to he treated. The
hattery having been dismantled and re-
erccted clsewhere there was no provision for
crushing facilities. The Goverument have
now decided that where we have a State bat-
tery which is mot operating, should therc ha
prospeetors in the distriet, we will give them
the opportunity to take over the battery, re-
quiring them to pay a rent sufficient only to-
give them the right to own it and then they
can operate the battery to suit their own
eonveniences.
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Mr. Corboy: Do you intend to restriet
that privilege to genuine prospectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
is the intention.

Mr. Corboy: I hope you will make sure
that only genuine prospectors get in.

The MIXISTER FOR MIXES: We al-
ways consult the prospectors in the district
regarding the leasing of the battery, and we
nlways take their advice. 1t is not, however,
always possible to get what is termed the
genuine prospector, the man who goes out
with the pick and shovel, to take over the
respongibility of a State battery.

Mr. Chesgon: We had one instance where
a man roasted the plates twice in two months.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is only
when we find that & battery is not fully re-
quired in a district and when it cdoes not
pay us to have a staff to treat only. 30 or
100 tous of orc in a year, that we give the
prospectors the opportunity of leasing the
State battery in order that they may operate
in the interests of those remaining on the
spot. [t is infinitely better to adept such
a practice than to dismantle and shift the
battery elsewhere in the circumstances I have
outlined. I do not know that theve is any-
thing further to say on this vote except to
mention that if we placed on the Estimates
the whole of the moneys which could be taken
up under this Vete, it would be a matter of
some £70,000. As we never actually expend
the total amounnt applicd for in the vear, I
have provided the amount which, on.past ex-
perience, I think is sofficient to meet require-
ments for the period covered. | have not
asked for more than I think we shall expend.
T contend that the Government are justified
in assisting prospeetors wherever that help
can be afforded. To-day the people at Wes-
tonia are experiencing difficulties in getting
down to the bottom levels in some of the
mines. As in other small communities, we
generaily find that in the small mining cen-
tres they are at logmerheads. There are two
or three mines there which might be operated

ceonomieally under a jeint arrangement,
hat  the diffcrent compamies will hardly
. speak  fo  each  other over the fence.

When T was asked for assistance, 1 told them
very plainly that T was not concerned about
their disputes but about their distriet. T
informed them that unless they forgot their
difficulties and eame back to me with an in-
timation that such a result had been achieved,
they could not expect the Government to
assist them.

Mr. Corboy: You wonld want to be a
Lloyd George to negotiate with those com-
panies.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T received
a telegram saying that the companies had
met and that they anticipated by to-morrow
they would eome to an apgreement,

Mr. Marshall: Tf you got Claude dc Ber-
nales out of the distriet, you could get all
the leases working together pretty quickly.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The lou.
member is welcome to de Bernales in his own
distriet.

Mr, Corboy: These companies must he
very haril up against it if they have come to
terms.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In any
case that is the position as [ anderstaml it
at present. Then again we had a request
from Youanmi for 4 large sum of money.
It was shown that they bad a magnificent
seeurity and in such cases, where the seenrity
i3 of the best, 1 consider the proper finuneial
institations should go to the assistance of
the mining indvstry the same as in the case
of any other industry. Tn those c¢ircum-
stances, I did not feel disposed to go to the
assiatance of that particular company. . )

Mr. Lambert: But are they not paying
lividends?

Mr. Marshall: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This com-
pany has not paid dividends. T may be told,
however, by the member for the district that
in adopting such an attitnde T -am doing
something that is detrimental to the State.
On the other hand, T contend that the Gov-
ernment are nof cntitled to hecome money
lenders. That is to say, they are not entitled
to bevome a banking institution to assist the
mining industry in the development of a pro-
position which can advanee such securities
a4y this particular mine.

Hon, P. Collier: At the same time, that is
what we have hecome regarding the agricul-
tural industry. .

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: To some
extent, that is so.

Hon. P. Collier: The Western Australian
Bank was the only bank which lent assistance
to mining propositions, but even that institu-
tion has closed down on them now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES; The prac-
tice we have followed is not te actually ad-
vance to the company, but to guarantee their
overdrafts at the bank. The result has been
that when these companies require assistance,
the hanks or, other institutions have instrueted
them to go to tbe Government to sccure a
guarantee,

Hon. P. Collier: They will not touch min-
ing ventures. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
particular instance 1 refer to, there is um-
questionable evidence that the sceurity is all
that eould be desired and in this instance,
too, assistance has been received from the
bank, The bank as a matter of faet has
made advances for vears past because the
company has been puarantecl by a trust,
That guarantee has been withdrawn and not-
withstanding *hat the security available is
all that could be desired, the company has
been asked to come to the Government to
secure the guarantee in place of the trust.
This isx because it has berome an insfitution
with the Goveroment to give such guaran-
tees. T o not know that that position should
be encouraged too much, The Government are
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entitled to encovrage the development of the
mining industry, but that encouragement
should rather be in the direetion of assisting
those who go out to find new fields or to
assist in the revivifying of somewlat mori-
bund fields, Onee a wining propesition be-
comes well estoblished or when ore bodies
are proved to exist I think the Government
shonld not he called upou for assistance.

Mr, Harrison: TIn some cases, the with-
holding of assistance is detrimental to the
towns.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
already mentioned that aspeet and re-
ferred particularly to the water diffi-
culty at Westonia, Had that difficulty
not been dealt with quickly, there was
a possibility of the mines being per-
manently  lest. In that ecase, however,

it is an entirely different proposition from
the one I am discussing. The State battery
system has been encouraged as far as pos-
gible. I am glad .to inform the member for
Cue that we are rveturning to the people
whose ore we treat in the State batteries,
the whole of the premium received Ffrom
the Gold Producers’ Association.

My. Chesson: That is good.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Tt will be
admitted that we are giving the prospectors
a better deal than is the case at the private
batteries,

Hon. P. Collier; You are dealing honestly
and the private batteries are not. That is
the difference. Any private battery that
retains part of the gold premium is not aet-
ing honestly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am de-
lighted to hear the Leader of the Opposition
any that, because the department has often
been charged with not dealing honestly with
the prospectors.

Hon. P. Collier: Not regarding the Gov-
ernment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
charge has been made, We have been said
to be acting dishonestly towards the pros-
pectors. There have been several cases in
which that ¢harge has been made.

Hon. P. Collier: Then T take it that gen-
erally you are honest, but individually dis-
honest.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Evidently
that must be the position. We have been
accused of levying higher charges than pri-
vate batteries and thus acting unfairly to-
wards the prospectors. 1t must be remem-
bered, however, that many of the State bat-
teries are only working spasmedically. When
a battery is allowed to stand for eight or ten
months without being used, it is apt to get
into a state of disrepair. We have to send
out a gang of men in order to put the bat-
tery in order, and the cost of those opera-
tions is a charge againat the State battery.
Those charges have a bearing on the cost of
running the battery, but this does not apply
where privately owned batteriea are kept
running throughout the year, in consequence
of which they are able to treat ore at a
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cheaper rate. This aspect is not taken into
zccount when the State battery asystem is
criticised. Again, crities do unot take into
account the faet that the Government sub-
sidise some of the private batteries by pay-
ing up to Zs, per ton for ore treated, on the
understanding that the batteries do not-
charge more than we charge at the State bat-
teries. There are two private batteries at
Leonora, and I nndertook months sinee to
subgidise those batteries to the extent of 2a,
per ton so long as the charges to the pros-
pectors did not exceed those of the State
batteries. Notwithstanding this faet, they
have not come to uny arrangement, but they
asked us to establish a State battery in a
distriet where they have two private bat-
teries. This shows that our State battery
system is evidently not so bad as it has been
painted,

Mr. Heron: The private batteries do not
get the same treatment from the sands.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have
heard complaints against the department re-
garding the treatment meted out to the pros-
pector, and yet to-night T am hearing a story
which i3 quite the ryeverse. Now I feel sat-
isfied that the State battery system is assist-
ing the devolopment of mining and is treat-
ing the prospectors fairly,

Mr. Corboy: The prospectors wonld sconer
have a State battery any time,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
desirable to spend a large sum of money to
establish n State hattery where private bat-
teries nre in existenee, provided we can ar-
range with them to treat the orc at State
battery costas,

Mr., MUNSIE: The assistance granted to
small leaseholders or prospectors under the
mines development vote would be of much
greater advantage if administered in & diff-
erent way. In one case at Kalpoorlie, the
mining engineer and the inspectors reported
favourably on an application for an advance
ou a certain property. But the advance pro-
vided for under the mines devolopment vote
was one of pouvnd for pound. .The unfor-
tunate part was that the individual eoncerned
had not the pound.

The Minister for Mines:
his labour.

Mr. MUNSIE: Buat he wanted machinery
before he could put the labour in. He sup-
plied the Mines Department with a full es-
timate. He interviewed machinery agents
with a view to obtaining the requisite mach-
inery. T believe the pricc was £613, and the
cost for erecting it and for evergthing com-
plete was £1,000. He asked for an advance
of £1,000 and was prepared to give as
security, not only the machinery but the
mine itself, and to put in the labour of five
other men. The reports of the inspector
who sampled the mine were favourable, but
owing to the pound for pound system being
in vogue, no advance could be obtained.
Thus, the possibility of getting a decent
mine went by the board. I do not think
the Government would have lost a penny

Hs would have
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if tbey had advanced the £1,000. In less
than a mounth the mine could have produced
pold, and the Government conld have taken
all except bare wages until the advance
was repaid. I hope the Minister will make
provision to give geuerous ussistance in
such cases in future.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of Agriculture, ete.,
£1,977,450.

Item, Agricultural Immigration, £6,000:

Mr. HARRISON : The Leader of the
Opposition has pointed out that we cannot
cexpect to continue our loan expenditure
unless we receive agricultural immigration
somewhat in proportion to it. Serious steps
should be taken with regard to agricultural
immigration. This capital expenditure
should be a national matter. As a result of
the Washington conference, it ia proposed
to reduce armaments, and the present should
be an opportune time to send a man to
England to tell the people there of the
development made in Western Anstralia,
the facilities provided and the Jand avail-
able.

Mr. Wilson: We have an Agent General
and others there already.

Mr. HARRISON: We should send another
man. I hope the Premier will consider this
matter seriously and see whether thia
would not be a good proposition for West-
ern Australia. We have a wvast territory
and have spent enormous sums of money to
provide facilities such as tramsport and
harbours. T think the time is now ripe for
the Premier to go to the Old Coungry and
negotiate with the British Government for
a per eapita grant with respect to British
people settling in Western Australia.

The PREMIER: This item is merely to
make provision for some nominated passen-
gers. L agree that the British Government
should assist in the settlement of British
people on the lands of Western Australia.
We have communicated with the British
Government through the Agent General,
and I hope we shall have tbeir sympathy
as well ag that of the Federal Government.

Hon, P, Collier: This i3 one of the mat-
ters which yon will discuss at the Premiers’
Conference.

The PREMIER: Probably so. T am much
obliged to the hon. member for his sugges-
tion that [ should go to London and, of
eonrse, T shouid very mueh like to go.

Ttem, Assistance to settlers, industries,
ete., £30,000:

Hon., P. COLLTER: Under this item
eomes the subsidy to the Western Austra-
lian Meat Export Company Ltd., otherwise
known as the Fremantle eo-operative
freezers. I should like te know what
amounnt has already been advanced to the
company, how muceh it is expected will be
advanced during this year, and whether
interest on the money already advanced has
been paid.
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Mr, MeCallum: Apd when they will start
work, )

Ton. P. COLLIER: That would net come
within the province of the Minister. No
doubt the Leader, or one of the members,
of the Country Party would be able to
supply that information, becanse I under-
stand the boss of the party is one of the
directors of the vompany. From certain
quarters comes very severe and trenchant
eriticism of the faet that the Wyndham
Meat Works were unable to work last yegr
and perhaps will not be able to operate this
year, but never a word is mentioned of the
faect that this co-operative concern,
launched with the aid of pound for pound
assistance by the Government and supposed
to be in existence last year, has so Tar
failed to materialise.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: And the works at
Carnarvon, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Qnite so. Both works
failed to start at the appointed time but
nothing is said of that. But for the Gov-
criment backing, the so-called co-operative
works launched at Fremantle would not.
have got so far na they have done. There
is another aspect of the matter, an aspect
which I am not permiited to discnss at the
stage; and that is that the Fremantle com-
pany is mot a truly co-eperative concern as
wa were led to believe when the Govern-
ment assistance was authorised. How much
has already been advanced to the com-
pany! How muceh is to be advanced to the
company this year? Has the company met
its interest charges up to date?

The PREMIER: About £60,000 has been
advanced up to date, and probably another
£35,000 will be advanced, I cannet inform
the hon. memher whether interest has been
paid up to date, but [ have no doubt it has,

Hon. P. Collier: T do not knew why you
ghould ba so confident about it.

The PREMTER: The work of the com-
pany is of the utmost importonee to this
eountry. -

Ilon. P, Collier; So is the work at Wynd-
ham; but that is not the question.

The PREMIER : Undoubtedly it would
he much better for everyone in this State
if the TFremantle company eonld start
operations, but the company cannot start
unless the farmer is able to get & remunera-
tive price for his sheep, and that iv im-
possible in the present eondition of the
worldt’s markets.

Mr. MeCallum: But many people seem to
think the world’'s markets affect only

- Wyndham,

The PREMIER: Freights are falling now,
and that should make a very considerable
difference, The Fremantle works are capable
of handling proctically all the =tock that
our South-West will he able to export.

Mr. Lambert: What has heen alvanced
in the cnse of Carnarvon?

The PREMIER: About £50,000.

Mr. Lambert: Is tbat pound for pound?
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The PREMIER: Rather more than pound
for pound, The Committee surely must
realise that co-operative meat works of the
kind established at ¥remantle are of the
utmost importance to the producers of
‘Western Anustralia.

Hon. P, Collier: I3ut this is not a co-opera-
tive coneern at all

The PREMIER: I am beiug asked half a
dozen questions at onee, As regards storage
of froit in the PFremantle works, one can
hardly expect to store fruit and meat at the
same time,

Hop. W. C. Angwin: I thought £60,000
was the limit of the advance to this Fre-
mantle company?

The PREMIER: That was the limit, bat
hon. members know that every work under-
taken by the Government has eost about
double the amount estimated beforehand.

Hon. W. (". Angwin: This is not a Gov-
ernment work at Fremantle.

The PREMTER: XNo; but the faet is as L
state. Tn the case of the Fremantle works
the inerease in the cost of materials alone
represents an enormous Sum,

Hon. P Collier: There is a wonderful still-
ness ahont thiz Fremantle job,

The TREMIER: Theve is no wonderful
stillness.

Hon, I, Collicr: In making that remark
I am not referring to the Premier. But there
is a wonderful silence in those quarters which
are most vociferons about Wyndham.

The PREMIER: Practically all the meat
wotks of Anetralia are closed down to-day.
The Wyndham works, in 20mmon with the
Queensland works, are closed, but owing to
no fault of the managements, Tf one can-
not sell one's prodnet, one cannot onerate
one’s works. T hope the market will change
within the next few months, enabling us
possibly to operate Wyndham this  year.
Everyone wants to sce the three or four hun-
dred thonsand pounds’ worth of meat still
on the hooks at Wyndham shipped te Lon-
don and converted into moncey. The Govern-
ment would be very glad to operate at Wynd-
ham if they could, and a -orresponding re-
mark anplies to the owners of the meat works
at TFremantle.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: We could verv well
reduce the amount of this item by £20,000.

The Premier; This only represents ad-
vances through the TIndustries Assistance
Board.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know what the
item renresents. Tt represencs, amongst other
things, £35,000 for these moat works at Fre-
mantle.

The Premier: No, it does not,

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: An undertaking
was enfered into whereby the Government
were to advance £60,000 towards the cost of
eongtructing meat works at Fremantle, - Tt
ia not long since the member for Sussex
asked some questions. very keen questions,
teo, questions perhaps framed by some per-
son outside——

[92]
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Mr. Pickering: No; they were framed by
myself,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They were ques-
tions referring to the Wyndham Meat Works,

Mr, Tickering: Those questions needed no
framing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was stated that
the Government had wasted money on the
Wyndham Meat Works, which, it was al-
leged, had cost considerably more than pri-
vate enterprise would have needed to expend
on their construction,

Mr. Pickering: That is true.

Hon, P, Collier: It is not true.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Xow we find a
private ecompany---not the inister for
Works, who by some people is remarded as
devoid of business acnmen—very much put in
an estimate of the cost of meat works. T do
not think the actual and real Leader of the
Country Party would give the Minister for
Works eredit for much business acumen, Now
that real and aetual Leader of the Country
Party who is chairman of direetors of the
company that constructed these Fremantle
meat works, is proved conclusively to he ¢all-
ing upon the Government for another £13,000
as a subsiily, hweauge of hiv underestin.ate of
the cost of thase works. The spplication for
a forther £35,700 shows that the works lLave
cost €70,000 ntore than the estimate o that
keen  bhusiness man, On the asvect of
cost of materials, let me point out that there
was a Dbetter opportunity of forecosting
that cost when the Fremantle works were
started than when the Wyndham works
weTe Btarted, Members on the eross benches
have severely eriticised a past Governmeat on
the score of the cost of the Wyndham Meat
Wuorks, but they have sat tongue-tied an the
question of the cost of these Fremantle meat
works, In the eircumstanees, the Committee
would he quite justified in cutting down
this item, with a view to affording the Fre-
mantle company an opportunity of making
ool the assertion of its directors that they
can do work so much more cheaply than the
Government. T admit that the Fremantle
works have not yet conrmenced to operate,
bant they ought to have done so, becanre these
gentlemen contend that the Wyndbam Meat
Works ought to have been operating during
the past two years. Not 2 bullock has vet
heen killed at Fremantle. I wonder will the
Fremantle eompany advance the farmers xo
much on their sheep pending the re-opening
of the Londen market; T wonder will the
company extend eorresponding treatment to
the pastoralists. No such proposal hax heen
mle by the compawy; no sneh action has
been demanded of the company hy the ('oun-
try Party. DBnt demands of that kind are
put up to the Goverament, heeause the Gov-
ernment are the mileh cow 2li the time; and
the Government are kieked in the ribs when
they are unable to vield any more milk. Now
the Fremantle rompany eome along to the
Government for another £35,000. Would
the Committee he justified in granting this
additional money? T do not think so. Lot
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me point out, too, that there is just a foot-
note at the hack of these Estimates to in-
dicate that £35000 of this item is for the
Fremantle company, [ would not mind the
position if these people had becn honest, it
they had frankly admitted that their works
are in exactly tiie same position as the Gov-
ernment works at Wyndham by reason of the
lack of o market for meat.

The Premier: 1 will admit it for the com-
pany.

Mr. Mann:  The company have admitted
it threugh the Press,

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: But the company
bave alse asserted through the Press that the
Government ought to be running the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. No apology was ever
prt up by the company for the stoppage

of the Wyndham  Meat Works. It
has been proved conclusively that these
people  cannot eonstruct works any more

cheaply than can the Government, and T am
geite surc that their works are mot better
than those at Wyndham; yet we are con-
tinually hearing sneers at State trading con.
cerns.  Presently these people will want the
Government to take over their works. The
works are in the wrong place. For con-
ventence of operation, they should have been
built in Fremantle. The member for Cool-
garilie, with his policy of bhoom and bust,
ought to take a lessen from this vote, and
realise the difficnlty in which the country
ir placed when the people’s money is used
for the purpose of assisting private enter-
prise. The Government agreed to advance
£60,000, and now they have to advance an-
other £35000, and God only knows if that
will be the end of it!

Mr. Mann: Buf you favour the starting
of industries!

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Yes, hy the State,
or hy private enterprise if standing on its
own foundation; but T do not helieve in giv-
ing private enterprise State money to play
with.

Mr. Pickering: But this is co-operative.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Co-operative be
Llowed! When we find money for these peo-
ple to builil up industries, is it aany wonder
that they ahould be agninst State enterprise?
YVory fow of these companies ever pay back
what they borrow from ihe Government.

Mr, LAMBERT: T am not prepared to
sunetion the departure made in the assistance
of these twe companies, Preferential treat-
ment is shown. One eompany can go to the
Government and get pound for povnd for the
starting of an indostry, while another, after
apending thousands of ponnds, has diffieulty
in petting any Government assistanes at all,
T am seized of the neeessity for starting
freezing works.  If private enterprise will
nat do it. the Covernment ought to, This
is noi the only direction in which this vote
shonld extend. Muny industries with natural
resonrecs in Western Aunstralia onght to be
aspisted, but we have the Chamber of Com-
meree deerving any industry in Westorn Aus-
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tralia, particularly those nssisted or estab-
lished by the Government.

The Minister for Works: Then they must
be importers.

Mr. LAMBERT : Yes, and it is welt
known that the men who stand behind
all those who wish to erush local industry
are members who preack the rotten policy
advoeated by the Chamber of Commerce, -
Perth. No decent manufacturer wondd be
found dead mear them. TUntil such time as
we ean eradicate the influence of the Cham-
her of Commerce, we shall make no progress
in industry. Instead of this vote heing
£30,000 it should be £150,000, and there
should be mo differential treatment. Tt is
impossible to estabiish an industry in West-
ern Australia, because the distributing agents
are all foreign importers, and it is against
their interests to see local industries grow
up. The Premier, who is desirous of secing
lToeal industries Hourishing, knows that to es-
tablish an industry in Western Australia one
has to.pay toll to the distributing agencies.
We import miltions of pounds worth of stuff
every year, whereag by a bold policy we
could, in a couple of years, reduce these im-
ports by 60 per cent. It i3 our duty te do
it. T hope the Premier will give this matter
personal consideration, and will appoint a
hoard on lines similar to that estabiished for
the assistance of farmers, a board that will
look into all commereial undertakings.

Hon, W. ¢ Angwin: We have one now,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and it is a pretty
sort of board! It is wrongly conceived, and
wrongly established. There are dozens of in-
dustrics which could be suceessfully estab-
lished in thiz State. With the wealth of
tanning material available, a tanming indus-
fry in Western Australia would be worth
half a million per annum. Tt is essential that
we should establish seeondary industries,
Those which private enterprise will not take
np+ should be, in part at least, established by
the Govern ent, Before the close of the
session I intemd to move for a report show-
ing the amonnt advanced to all industries
in Western Australia, together with the

securifies held. We have a right to
know whether there is differential treat-
ment as between the wvarinua industries.

| believe the freczing works industry is neces-
sary and could prohably be cxtended. It
was weleonr news to me to hear the member
for North-Fast Premantle romind Monger &
¢Co. that th v were not sueh wonderful mem
or possessed of such business acumen when,
while they were railing dey in and day ont
ot the o<hisvercents of the Wyndham Meat
Works, thov had to come to the Government
for aneth- #5000 with which to build their
oawn works -t Mremantle, which are ensier to
vatablish than were the works at Wvndham.

Mr, T, Tlemssn: You know that the money
was rearired ta vppvide extra faeilities.

Mr, LAT77E. The details are not be-
fore the 'r - ittee. We were led to under-
stand tha' *‘he concern running on a co-
operative ' ~ 1 was expecting assistance from
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the Govermment to the extent of pound for
pound. The Premier interjected that the
Carnarvon Freezing Works had reecived more
than pound for pound in the way of mone-
tary assistance.

The  Premier:
this item,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Government may be
giving them another £23.000, but that is a
matter for them. [ wonld weleome the estab-
lishment of a loard on similur lines to that
establiahed for the assistance of agricnlure,
so that all industries that apply for assist-
ance may he thoroughty looked into with re-
speet to their value amd their relationship to
this State.  We know that Western Australia
passesses the natural  produets to support
those industries, and that there is the pos-
sibifity  of their bevoming a  commereial
suceess. I would not advoeate the boom-and-
bust pulicy off the wmember for North-East
FFremantle. e is courageous, but is not of
that conservative type which can give a clear
and  econcise commercial  judgment upon
aftairs of this description. He is altagether
too rash in matters of this kind. Most mem-
bers know hix rash aud venturesome spirvit at
all times and wupon all yuestions. The Gov-
ernment woulid be well advised to give equal
treatment to other industries and assist in
their development, for this shoult do a eon-
giderable amount of good for the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The discussion has
justified my inquisitiveness in regard to this
item. Tt has opened nup smme rather import-
ant questions, Had one uot been rather
vigilant in looking throuph ihe items, one
would not bave fouud hidden away in two
lines of wmall print the faet that this
vote——

The Premiwr: Tt is the nsual note,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. [ natice there
was no keen desire in the Tlouse amongst
members to ask for any informatien con-
cerning it. The public wounld not have known
that this ecompany, which set out to erect
these works with the aid of £60,000 of Gov-
ernment funds, had Leen obliged to come back
to the Government and hald succeeded in ob-
taining an adiditional £35,000. T lope that
those aetive spirits who sperd so muceh time
and money in compiling the acticles which
appear periodically in the ““*Bunhory ITer-
ald,’? the "*Narrogin Times’” and the *‘Car-
narvon Advertiser’' and whielh in the form
of reprint hring so mueh grist to the print-
ing mill of the memher for Swan, will alse
make a feature of this faet,

The Premier: Does he print them?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Most of them.

The Minister for Works: Most of them
are libels.

Mr. Johnston: But the print is good.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but the rest is
all lies. T hope the vigilant party respon-
gible for them will also deal with this par-
tirnlar question. T wish the hon. member
wonld give away trade seerets and let us
know where these articles come from that
keep his printing machines going so regnlariy

They do mot eome under
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as they have been going dwring the past few
months,

Mr. Sampson: Do you appreciate them?

JIon_. P. COLLIER: Yes. Ouly yesterday
1 reeeived my last copy, but to-lay 1 did not
get any.  These interesting and  veracious
pamphlets  have been  seattered  bromd-
cast throughour the State during the Iask
few wmonths, 1 hope the party 1eaponsible
for their distribution will get ont o pamphlet
embodying the discussion whieh has taken
place this evening. The latest pamphlet
I have seen containg reprints from ‘¢ Hop-
sard. ™ They even considered that some of
the remarks I wade n mouth or two ago
were worthy of reproduction, and they have
lifted them from “‘Ifansard.’’ Thousands
of people will now be the wiser for having
read these remarks.

The Premier: We shall have to « i
o Eaesaens to copyright

Hon. I'. COLLIER: T nope they will let
those people who are so interested in the
cost of construction  and operation of
trading concerns know that the directorute
of this trading e¢opcern have had the bencfit
of the wisdom of the President of the
Primary Producers’ Associntion, and  have
had to ¢ome back to the Government for an
additional £33,000. If pound for pound is
given for this amount, it will mesn that the
wnr.lc. will  eost £70,000 more than wus
anticipnted.

The Premier: The works are bigrer.

Mr. MeGallum: Ts there any limit to tihe
amount that they will ask far?

Hon, P. CULLIKE: Neo, and apparently
there is no dimit (o the amount that they
~im abtain owing to the pressure they can
exereise upen the CGovernment, If it is
found that this €35,000 is inanflicient, all
that will he required is another turn of the
serew from the vross benches. They will
then be able to grind out annther £30,000
if it |.-, wanted. The Chatrman of Directors,
who is alse Chairman of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Party, may find that he wants this
sum. He will send a communication to the
party, and, prohitbly without the formality
of 0 party menting fe approve of jt, tha
prarty will pass it on to the Treasury and
obtain the money. T guarantee that there
will Ine mo delay in the process. The
response will he prompt to the call. Tt is
the silent worker who is the most effective.

The Minister for Agricufture: FIe has
spent o good deal of Nig own money on the
works. '

How. 1. COLLIWR: T have no denbt he
s, but for every pount of his awn monev
he has obtained ninre than £1 of Govern-
ment money.  Had things gone right and had
the mavket for the prodoct which is s
posed to he torned oot hreen good, amd had
the husiness been o suceess, no  doubt
the company would have gone ahead. As thew
huve not been able to make a sucress of it
up to date and 28 there is no market for the
products, the futnre is uncertain. Tf it
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ghould appear to the directorate that the
business is likely to fail, I bave no doubt
they will come along to the Government
and ask them to take it over. They will
say—'‘Let the Government »purse the
baby.’* Befare this vote is passed I want
to know whether the Government will be
likely to purchase these works without the
aunthority of Parliament, and if we are to
have g repetition of the Waroona-Lake
Clifton roilway affair. Who knows but that in
a month’s time, immediately after Parliament
rises-=for in the other case the famous
agreement  was  signed in Junuary after
Parliament had gone into recess—an agree-
ment will be put up by some wise member
of Cabinet who will deceive the unsophisti-
cated members into passing that agreement.
That is not a fight of imagination.
It is evem within the bounds ot pos-
sibilities. If the Premier were not go-
ing to the Premivrs' Conference I shomid
uwot fecl so uncasy. [f he were taking
with him the Minister for Eduneation and
leaving the Minister for Works in charge
I should not be so uneasv. The Minister
for Works, however, slept slightly on the
other occasions that I have mentioned, If
the T’remier leaves behind the Minister for
Edneation, who is bound to be busy locking
after all the departments, who knews but
he may sign an sgreement without authority
for the purchase of these works? Will the
Minister for Works on behalf of the Gov-
ernment give me an assurance that these
works will not be purchased withont Par-
liamentary authority?

The Minister for Works:
of the Premier.

ITon. P, ('OLLIKR: Tt is quite possible.
I shonld not fear at all if the works were a
profitable and going concern. Knowing,
however, that they have not paid I fear an
attempt will be made to pass them over to
the Government. We have two Ministers
of the late Lefroy Cabinet still in ofiice.
The Minister for Works was tricked and
deceived in the matter, and there is also
the Minister for Edueation, The Minister
for Agriculture iz new to ("abinet rank, but
he is 2 member of the party from whieh the
pressure willk come.  Even though he may
be more alert fhan some of his colleagues
who ecomprised the former Lefroy Govern-
ment, it may be that the pressure wili bhe
too strong for him. It may he, too, that
he wenid not communicate hiz knnwledge
if he did discover that a joke was heing
put vp on the other menihers of 'whinet.

Mr. Johnston: Fle may he going, too,

Hon.P. COLLIER: T beseech the Premier
to leave behind at least one reliable AMin-
ister, even if he is forved at the last
moment to appoint an honorary Minister.

Mr. Johnaton: Or an Attornoy General.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T suggest that a
reliable member like the member for Kim-
berley should be asked to wateh events in
the interests of the State while the Premier
13 away. It is during the absence of the

In the absence
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Premier that these directors are likely to
become active.

The Minister for Works:
worry me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We ought to bave
some assurance of this kind. -

The Premier: I will give you an assur-
ance that we will not purchase these works
or any others.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am satisfied that
the Premjer will stick to that assurance,
but ean we rely upen his colleagues and
¢an we be gure that he will not be dragged
into this during his absence ? (Can the
Premier give me a further assurance that
he will leave some reliable Minister behind
him ?

The Premier: 1 will leave four.

Hon, P. COLLIFR: T do not think there
is one of his four volleagues in whom we vould
have absolute confidence. T trust the Premier
will adopt my suggestion and bring in even
an Heonorary Minister who has not failed us
in the past, and in whom, therefore, we could
Place trust. Having done my duty in warn-
mg the House and the ecountry of the possi-
bilities, I leave the subject, relying upon the
Premicr’s promise to do his best with the
material at his dispesal.  Now, the total
amount of the item is only £50,000, of which
£33,001t is to go to the Fremantle company.

The Premier: Hardly that amount this
Fear.

’ Hon, P. COLLIER: T understood the Pre-
mier te say that.

The Premier: Yes, I did say that,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It means that the Gov-
ernment are going to assist in the establish-
ment of industries, chiefly secondary indus-
tries, only to the extent of £15,000 during the
remainder of this year.

The Premier: A good deal of money has
been expended in that direction already. The
Tndustries Assistance Board have paid out
over £100,000.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Rut this item has
nothing to do with the Industries Asgsistance
Board.

The Promier: Yey, it has.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No; the Premicr is
wrong. This item is eoncerncd only with tho
cstablishment of hecondnrv industries. Know-
ing that only £15,000 is to be devoted to that
purpose luring the remainder of the year, L
wonder how long it wiil be hefore we ﬂhali
gee the realisation of the industrial future-
forecasted by the member for Coolgarilie
vesterday and to-day for Western Australia.
The Couneil of Indastrial Development was
established, T believe, by Mr, Robinson, when
Minister for Tndustries a few yeara ago.
The establishment has grown, aml for the
first time we have on this year’s Revenue
Esgtimates what is practically an industrirs
department, with a total vote of £2,720, the
portion set aside in administrative cost
being £1,810. The latter amount will repro-
sent the cost of distributing the £15,000 to
whicl I previousiy referred. There is a sec-
retary and the usual office clerk and typist.

They will not
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We know how these departments are apt to
grow.

Mr. Pickering: This new department is
Ceing effective work.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T make ne complaint
about the work done by the Council of Tn-
dustrial Development. I know the members
of that council have devoted much time gra-
tuitously to the serviee of the country with a
view to the establishment of secondary in-
dustries here. But the Government started in
the wrong way. The council were the erea-
tion of an administrative aet. We ought to
have a Couneil of Industrial Development:
but that eouncil sught to be ¢rested by Par-
linment, and have statutory powers, and be
controlled by Parliament, and report to Par-
liament. Such a council rhounld not he the
ereation of any individunal Minister, The
members of it should not be chosen by any
Minister personally, though in saying this I
desire to cast no reflection whatever on the
preseat membership of the council The
members of that council should, if necessary,
be paid, and certainly they onght to be re-
presentative of every section of the com-
wunity, I hope that next year the Premder
will hring down a Bill to establish the coun-
cil on a proper footing and with definite
powers. The couneil ean exercise consider-
able influence on the expenditure of public
funds, beeause any strong recommendation
made hy the couneil to the Minister would
have preat weight with him,  The couneil
might revommend that assistance fo the
amount of, say, £100,000 be granted towards
the establishment of au industry here; and
such a ecouncil should not he appointed by
a Minister, and should not be responsible only
to 2 Minister. The couneil should he treated by
Tarliament with statutory powerd, and be
responsible to Parliament. T believe the
couneil have so far been somewhat of a fail-
ure, or have not accomplished as much as
it was thought, when they were established,
tkat they would accomplish. That compara-
tive failure has been due largely to the faet
that they have had no statutery powers, and
that they have experienced scveral changes
of Ministers. They have never kmown from
wmontl to month when a new Minister wounld
be appointed who would completely reverse
the poliey of his predecessor. In such elr-
enmstanees, no hody of this kind could do
effective work. T do not wish to weary the
Committee by citing onece more the fre-
quently quoted fignres of the imports into
Western Austrafia of goods and comu odities
in whiehk this State ought to he meeting its
own requirements, and of which it should,
tmoreover, be proifucing large quantities for
export. Time might well be deveted by Par-
linment to the matter of the adequate estab-
lishment of a Cowunecil of Industrial Develop-
went, in view of the numbers of bright
young hoys and girls of school age who at
rresent have no opportunity of learniny
trades here. Many of them are turned out
with a first-elass primary education fo be-
ecome, so to speak, hewers of wood and draw-

ers of water. As things are at present, the
probabilities point to onr having to import
onreratives from other parts of the world
when we do establish secondary industries
here, while our young Western Australians
will have become unskilled labourers, Tn
my knowledge, hundreds of parents have left
this Niate during recent years for the East
with vhildren at the age when it was neces-
sary for them to look cut for employment.
The parents were anxious to secure for their
children opportunities of learning trades,
ard these opportunities were and are offer-
ing only in the great manufacturing citics
of the Eastern States, [n this way we have
lost very wany valuable citizens, Therefore
I consiller that public time and public money
devoted to the establishment of an effective
Couneil of Industrial Devclopment would be
time and money well spent.

My, PICKERING: T congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition on his speech, hut
I must give an unqualified denial to his state-
ment that the Country Pariy got funds for
a private company from the Government. I
give the Committce uan emphatic as-
surance that the Country Party have
never been approached by the directors of
the company in question to obtain any assist-
ance from the Government. XNeither can the
Adovernment say that they have heen ap-
proached by any member of thia party in
that conncetion,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and DBridges, Public Build-
ings, ere,, £72,000,

Item, New roads and bridges in country
and goldfields districts (including feeders
1lor railways and grants to local authorities),
£35,000:

Hon, P, COLLIER: Con the Minister for
Works inform me how much has already been
expended from this item on the Rockingham-
Mandurah-road and on the Collie-Brunswick-
road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not the figures with me, but I believe that on
the Rockingham-Mandurah-road something
like £9,000 has been spent.

Hon. P, Collier: Is the road completed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [t will be
eompleted in three or four weeks, so far as
the Governwent are concerned. [ believe
something like the same amount has heen
spent on the Coliie-Brunawiek-road,

Hon. P. Collier: Js that road completed?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No. The
aang of men have been shifted te Hamilton
Hill, near Worsley, where it has heen founid
that by a devintion a better road ean he ob-
tained, thaugh it will be a few c¢hains longer.
The voad from Collie to Briunswiek was
started at the instanee of the Collie traders,
and of people at Harvey who wanted to get
through te Bunbury, this read reducing the
distance for them from 70 or 80 miles to
35 or 38 milea.
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Hon. P, Collier: Will the Government have
to construct this road right through?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, The
rond cannot be constructel ns o first-class
road, because we cannot metal it Oor
greatest difficulty has been on the road ont
from Brunswick and we had to put in a large
nummber of amall bridges to pet through, We
made nse of one of Millars® old timber lines
which had been abandoned. We went under
a bridge of the railway and '1sed o mile and a
Dbalf of the company’s formation. They did
not like it but that did not matter. The work
will be found {o De of great eonvenience in
the future.

Ttem, Publie buildings {inclading sewer-
age, and equipment new buildings), £32,000:

Mr. MUNSIE: On page 27 of the Loan
Estimates details appcar showing the work
proposed to be carried out during the cur-
rent finaneial year. Sirange to say nearly
all the schools included under that heading
appear to be high schools or sccondary
schools. It is most remarkale that requests
¢an be made for months on end for 2 school
in an ouwtback eentre withont any satisfaetion
being obtained. Now when the Loan HEsti-
mates come forward again, T dind that ne pro-
vision lias been made for the school I have in
mind. The details show that there- is pro-
vision for the DBunbory Uigh School, the
Northam High School, inelmling equipment,
fittings, and furniture, and also head master’s
quarters. Then there is provision for the
Perth  Modern School and the Pinjarra
sehool. T do mnot know whether that is a
secondary school or a high school,

The Minister for Works: That s a com-
mon sense schogl

Mr, MUNSIE: Then it is an ordinary
school, There is reference at the end of the
details whieh T have wmentioned to provision
for ‘“public huildings and additions generally
as may be authorised.’’ 1 take it from that
that a certain amount iz available for the
building of smaller schools elsewhere. That
being sn. T want to again veice my protest
regarding the delay in providing the only
scbool T have asked for in ten vears. Nine
months ago T asked for a school at Celebra-
tion, where we have 30 children at present
withont anv means of seeuringe edueation.
The marricd men have to live at Celehration
and leave their children at Kalgoorlie or
Rovlder in order that they may receive their
schooling. T would be lacking in my dnty
if T did not raise my protest aeninst the
delay in providing the school faeilities that
are necessary at Celebration.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Pravigion may have
heen made on the general Estimates.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, there was ne provision
there, nor is theve any provision on  the
Loan Bstimates. 1 mentioned the matter to
the Minister for Works and T received a
Tetter a day or’twn ago, pointing out that
the people at Celebration had undertaken to
provide a ropm for school purposes on the
mnderstanding that the Government provided
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the tcacher and the necessary fittings, L
have oscertnined that the voum: which the
people had in mind has now bren burnt down
so thut, as n matter of faet, there is ne
rorm available at Oelebration, T wus told
that if sufficient money was availalde, a
school wonld be removed from Balong and re-
erected at Celebration,  Now, T nnderstanid,
that the Buleng schoot has been re-ereeted
elsewhere,

The Ministor for Works: That iz ecorrcet.

Mr. MUXNSIE: Then that i3 over the olds.
If T do not et a definite promise from the
Government Lefore the session eloses, T will
make a noise repavding this matter,

The MINISTER FOR WORKR: The
member for Hannans desires to kuew what
was to be denc with the balance. Of that
amount, €£4,30tt has been expended in ¢onnee-
tion with the clectric lighting at the Clare-
mont Tospital for the Tnsane and £1,200
for the water service at the ©Old Men's
Home. T freely ndmit that there iy c¢ause for
complaint regarding the school at Celebra-
tion. Y promise to see what can be done when
the Treasurer liberates funds to enable me to
proceced with works appeariog on the Esti-
mates. The hon. member has jost eause for
complaint regarding the wax his applieation
has been dealt with,

Vote put and passed.
Vote— Other undertakings, £214,650,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: T want to deaw
the attention of hon. members to this parti-
enlar Vote, on aceonnt of 3 statement which
appeared in the Press recontly  commenting
on the financial statement of the Treasurer
for tie six months ended Decembor 31st.
The “* West Australian ™ punlished 3 leading-
article which eontained these worde

The net debit on the trading cuneerns
fer December was £35,703.  This was an
addition to working capital. the money he-
ing provided from loan or tyust funds,
money, incloding the eharges for rais
it, s nmow costing the State abont &0 1ds,
per eent,, the frightfol drain upen our re-
sotvees ereateil by the neeessity of fndine
endless eapital for the teading concerudy
will he appirent.  The Premier has fre-
quently cvidenced his knowledge that the
publie utilitics—vnst works with ton few
productive people ta keep them in profit-
alle oceupation--are at the oot of onr
trouhles,

We are providing £215000 fram loun wmonevs
and T want to inow from the CGovermmnent
whether they are providing loan monevs for
transferenee to consolidated revenne to hol-
ster up fthe finaneial statement.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, W. . ANGWIX: Tn the financinl
statement jublished o few davs ago. there
was transferred the bhalanee from the State
trading concerns  aecounts amonnting  to
£43,000 and reeoups for departmental charges,
interest, ete,, £32,611, or a total of £73.G11.
The position is that £32,611 is a reeoup for
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charges in eonneetion with oflieers” work in
the Departments,

The Premicr: XNo,

Hen, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The interest is
the amoint due to the Government for in-
ferest on undertakings and money advaneed.

The Minister for Works: We have paid
that,

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: I kauvw, and the
total is £73,611,  There has heen a further
ameunt transferred.  What is that for?

The Premier:  Profits, [ snppose.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN : The * West Aus.
tralian ™ was perfectly correct in its atatement,
and later on in the article attention is drawn to
the banking account of the State trading con-
cerns, and it is shown that the banking account
is overdrawn to the extent of £33,703.

The Premier: It is more than that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: How can it be,
seeing that this ja a statement by the Treasury *
To enable the State trading concerns banking
account at the Treasury to be overdrawn to
that extent, the Government transferred £43,000
odd to consolidated revenue, or £7,207 more
than the amount I have referred to, namely,
£35,703.

The Premier: We did not get enough to
cover the interest on all these concerns.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Why weas that ¢

The Premier: How can we charge it and
then charge against it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN : The Treasury has
drawn the interest.

The Premier : Yes, but not sufficient to cover
the loss.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : That is for the month.
There may bc interest on previons monthe

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWLN : At any rate, for this
period it was £32,61), and the Premier aays that
that represented profits. To enable the Govern-
ment to show that amount of profit, they drew
from the trading concerns account, to show
the profit in consolidated revenue. Had that
money been left in the trading concerns acconnt
for the time being, they would have shown a
credit balance of £7,000 instead of an overdraft

of £75,000.

Mr. Munsie: On which they had to pay
interest.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is how the

finances are bolstered up.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX : That is in accordance
with the published statement.

The Premier: T know, but we did not get
enough interest to pay on all the State trading
CORcerns.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX : I can only go on the
figures which have been published and they show
the recoup for departmental charmes, interest,
ete., at £32,611.

Mr. Mann: That is the statement in the
Press.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : But the figures are
supplied by the Treasury. Then there is another
amonnt of £43,000 transferred from the State
Trading Concerns Estimates. This, the Premier
says, is profit. If this profit had mot been
transferred, then instead of the bank account
showing a debit of £35,703, there would have
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been a credit of £7,207. To enable our finances
to show a surplus of £93,000 on the month'a
trangsactions, £43,000 was taken from State
Treding Concerns, leaving a debit.

Mr. Mann: Is that good finance ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. I am showing
that the State Trading Concerns have assisted
Consolidated Revenne to their disadventage,

Mr. Mann: You do not object to that ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : 1 do, because it ygives
the Press an opportunity to put things in a
wroung light.

The Minister for Works: You do not take
notice of newspaper articles, do you ¢

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN : I think the Minister
for Works takes more notice of them than does:
anbyody else. To-morrow or the next day,
probably, we shall have sent to us another
circuler letter pointing out the position of the
State Trading Concerns on the 3lat December.
Even the writer of this newspaper article knew
well that the Treasurer had drawn £43,000 from
the State Trading Concerns to increase Con-
solidated Revenue. That is the position. Had
the State Trading (‘'oncerns not been in existence,
the surplus last month would have been £50,000
instead of £93,000.

The Dinister for Mines: You are treating
the State Trading Coneerns as a whole, whereas
they are not treated in that way by the Treasury.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : They must be taken
all together.

The Minister for Works: No.
Act they have to be kspt <eparote,

Hon. W. . AWNGWIN : That has leen a
mistake right through.

Mr. Munsie; That is where the Aet is un-
fair.

Hen. W. (0 ANCWIN : I want the Premier to
tell those who urge him to scll the State Trading
Concerna that he cannot do it, because they help
to build up Consolidated Revenue; and to
advise them to establish privete concerns to
provide the local markets, instead of importing
from the otlier States. Some of those people are
displegsed with the Minister for Worka because
he is trading in agricultural implements; yet
during November of last year £33,875 worth of
agricultural implements were imported, together
with £16,672 worth of other machinery, and
£22177 worth of other metal manufactures.
Apart altogether from the State Implement
Worky, there is ample room for private persons
to open up similar industries.

The Minister for Worka: They could get all
the engineering trode if they bestirred them-
selves, but they are t0o damned lazy.

Hon, W. O ANGWIN : They prefer to do,
as the member for Coolgardic would say, stick
up a brass plate, get the goods manutactured in
Victoria, and so keep up the population thcre,
while keeping down our population here.

Mr. Mann : They do not &1l want that.

Hon. W. (. ANCAVIN : A large proportion of
them do. However, I have brought this matter
before members to show that during the last
six months Consnlideted Revenue has benefited
through the State Tradinz (‘oncerns to the tune
of £43,000,

The PREMIER : Each of the State Trading
Concerna stands elone. That is prescribed by
the Act. We got £43,000 from different under-

Under the

. takings, but it was not suflicient to pay interest
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on them all. Whilst we secured a profit from
one or two concerns, we got no profit at all from
others, notwithstending which we had to pay
interest on them, although we could not pet a
recoup. On the Wyndham Meat Works alone we
paid £37,000 interest. Under the Act we have
to keep the trading concerns separately.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is where the Act is
unfair. I agrec that the Premier is entitled to
transfer £43,000 from the State Troding Concerns
to Consolidated Revenue., But no private firm
could carry on under the conditions of the State
Trading Act. The Premier has admitted that
some of tho concerns showed a profit of £43,000
or more. But would any private firm, running
that business, put away the £43,000 and, next
month, borrow £35,000 from another institution
and pay interest on the borrowed money ¥ That
is what the Act compels the Treasurer to do.
In the year in which the State Troding Concerns
returned a profit of £90,000, that £90,000 wes
transferred to Consolidated Revenue in June,
and in July the Treasury advanced to the State
Trading Concerns £50,000, on which the trading
concerns had to pay intcrest, although they had
paid £90,000 into Consolidated Revenue in the
previous month. No private firm could or would
carry on under those conditions. The Act re-
quires amendment.

Item, Steamships €121,622:

Mr. LATHAM : This geems a large emount,
I should like to know if the Minister proposes
to build some ferry boats to run across to South
Perth.

Vote put and passed.

Vote- -Lands Iinprovement Loan Yand, £34,580
—-agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report adopted.

BILL—WORKERS HOMES A(T
AMENDMEXT.
Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILL -LICENSING: ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Referred to Sefect Committee,

Order of the day read for the consideration
of the Bill in Committee.

Mr. MANN (Pecth) {10-0]: I move—

That the Bill be referred to & select com-
mittee.

In doing so, I am inllucnced by the fact that notice
has been given of just on 6{ amendments which
members propose to move to the Bill, and there
are still other muendments to be put on the
Xotice Paper. There are so many conflicting

interests— -
The Minister for Works: And so much bad
T.
Mr. MANN: I do not know about that,

There are so many interests that desire to be
heard that the only way to get the true opinion
of the people is by means of inquiry by select
committee.

The Minister for Works: A committee of the
whole House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MAXN : I doubt whether it couirl be
obtained in that way, and that is the reason why
I am moving for the appointment of a ~lect
committee. If we attempted to consider all
the amendments of which notice has been priven,
we would be here for probably a month ar six
weeks debating the matter, and even then we
would probably not obtain what Parliament
or the peaple desired. T have heen interviewed
by, and have received pampilets anil vireulars,
from varicus societies in my electornte in which
a large number of interesta are represented. und
T am satistied that the besi way to deal with the
measure will be by inquiry by select committoer.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-Eest Fremuntle)
[10-2]: The member for Perth hax tried to
explain himself, but he will now realise that the
people of this State are not in accord with most
of the Bills which have been introdueced.

Mr. Mann: I did not say that.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: I do not know why
the hon. member did not have the courave to
vote against the second reading of the Bill,

Mr. Mann: It would have cansed the Rill to
be thrown out, and 1 was not in favour of that.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIX : The very action wiich
the hon. member has taken to-night will result
in the Bill being thrown out ; select commttees
cannot git after the end of the session.

Mr. Mann: But the select committee can be
converted into a Royal Commission.

Hon. W. (¢ ANGWIN: The (lovernment
should be responsibie for such legiglation as this
There would be plenty of time during the recess
for the Government to reconsider the Bill nnd
introduce another measure pext scssiun. The
member for Perth did not have the pluck to
vote against the second reading.

Mr. Mann: That is your opinion.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN : Since a bit of pressure
has been brought to bear on the hon. membher
from outside, he realises that he must block the
Bill et 2ll costs.

Mr. Mann: You ean get that out of your mind.

Hon, W. . ANCWIN : The fact of the hon.
menber having moved that the Bill be refcrred
to a select committee shows clearly what his
intention is. He says in effect that he waats
to kill the Bill.

Mr. Mann: I wantto amend the Bill,

Hon. W. C. ANGWLIN : I repeat what 1 «aid
on the second reading that the Bill is not woith
the paper it is printed on, but I had the conrare
to vote according to my conviction.

The Premier: Why did you say that ¥

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Because I realisud
that the Bili represented a backward step, but
the member for Perth supported the sccond
reading. There was no telk then of referring the
Bill to o select committee. Now, in the last
gtages, the hon, member asks the Premier to
assist him to defeat the Bill in an indirect manner,
instead of mcting straightforwardly and openly
ro that every member could discuss the Bill
The hon. member should be mware that Bills,
after being referred to & eelect commitice, are
rarely altered by Parlisment. The majority
of members generally take the view that a select
committee gives a Bill the fullest eonsideration,
and in nine cases out of ten the recommendations
of the select committee sre adopted and the

* Bill goes through with very slight alteration.
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The Minister for Mines: I warrant that a
lhi-aensing Bill wouold not ; send it where you

e,
Hon. W. (" AN('WIX : As a peneral rule that
in the experience. No better committec than
the whole of the members of this House could
consider this Bill. TWe do not want any inyuiry
behind closed doors. [ hope that the next time
the hon, member wishes to shelve a Bill, he will
do 8o in & straightiorward way by opposing the
second reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell -
Northam) [10-53]: I think this Bill is perfectly
simple and one easily understond. It is a non.
porty measure, but apparently it is not approved
by the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin). I think it is a very good Bill.

Mr. Munsie : Tt is a revenue Bill instead of a
licensing Bill.

The PREMIER: It is a revenue Bill; we
are entitled to some revenue from the trade, and
it is also a licensing Bili.

Mr. Munsie: Not it,

The PREMIER : It has not met with the
approval of some of my {riends of the temperance
orgamsations, and it has not met with the full
approval of my friends who would be compelled
to pay the tex. I do not know why my tem-
perance friends have not approved of it, beeause
it goes a very long way ic introduce temperance
reform. T suppose no liguor Bill would ever be
approved by the temperance people, or even by
the people who want a drink or by those who sell
liquor. This is a non-party Bill, entirely in the
control of the Houze. 1 do not kaow quite what
the select committee will be able to find, but if
members think a select committee can obtain
information which they deo not possess now. I
have no objectivn to its appointment. We want
the Bill ; we ought to be getting more revenue
from the trade. Fvery member will realise
that the cost of this trade to the State i very
considerable. and the State has to be recouped
80 some extent in that regard. If further inquiry
were necessary, I could make it during the recess
and bring down a Bill next session, but I think
I have made all the inguiry that is necessery.
If a select committer bhe appointed and can get
further information, the House can then consider
the Bill, fortified by that knowledge. T do not
know that it will mean much.

Mr. Munsie: I do not think it will stop dis-
cussion when the Bill comes down again.

The PREMIER: I do not think it will.
The whole position is simple, I have en-
deavoured to put up a Bill which will give effective
control of the liquor trafiic and, so far ss I can
judge, the Bill will achieve that. If members
wish the Bill to go to a select committee, however,
I have no strong objection to the adoption of
that course.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a select committee appointed
as follows :-—Mr. MeCallum, Mr. ('Loghlen, Mr.
Pickering, Mr. Richardson, and the mover Mr.
Mann.

Mr. Mann :

That the committee have power to call for
persons sand papers to sit on daya over which
the House stands adjourned, and to report
this day two weeka.

I move- -

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not feel inclined to
remain here until this day two weeks, and I do

not think any other member does. I move
an amendment—
That the words *'two weels ™ be struck

?ut and “this deay six months " inserted in
ien,

The Premier : T would accept this day week.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am ashamed to think
that this House is not capable of taking the
responsibility of dealing with the Bill to-night
instead of referring it to a select committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should
have discussed that on the motion for the ap-
pointment of a select comumittee.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I em opposed to the
motion and hope my amendment will be carried.

Mr. SPEAKER: The samendment lapses for
want of a seconder.

Hon. W. C. in : This is only an indirect
way of killing the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes ... -
Noes ...

-l

Majority for ... 22

AYEs,
Mr. Angela Mr. H. K. Maoley
Mr, Broun Mr. Mann
Mr. Garter Mr. McCallum
AMr. Chesson Sir TJarles Mitehell
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Monpey
AIr. Colller Mr, Pickering
Mr. Daovier Mr. Richardson
Mr. Draton Mr. Sampson
Mr, Durack Mr. Bcaddan
Mr. George Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Harrison Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hickmott AMr.-J. Thomson
AMr. Jobnston Mr. Willeock
Mr. Latham Mr. Muliany
Mr. C. C. Maley {Tellesy
Noedy
Mr. Angwln Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Heron Mr., Wllson
Mr. Marshall Mr. Corboy
Mr. Muaosle (Teller.y

Question thus passed

House adjourned at 1030 pan.




